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PREFACE* 



rpHO' Hi/lories of this Kind 
•*• are grown very rife ofJfite, 
and every Day the Adverftfers 
fromjfe us fome new Production 
of this Nature, I can't think 
them detrimental to. Society \ or 
ufelefs to the H?orld\ but, on 
the contrary^ would recommend 
them to be read in all Familhs^ 
t b efpecially 
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ejpeciatty by the younger Branches 
of it. 

Books of Entertainment have 
always been allots d and en- 
couraged, and notwithfianding 
what feme grave Pedants {who 
have not Humour enough to 
divert others, nor Wit to phafe 
them/elves) advance againfi the 
prejent Age ; faying, with pre- 
tended Grief That we are now 
more wicked than ever; I muft 
declare, I think the reverfe : For 
we are earlier inftrufted in the 
Principles of Virtue, Religion 
and Honour, than in any former 
times* Nay, we have thrown 
off that Jlupid Cujiom, of Chil- 
dren not being fufferd to write 

or 
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or read any Kind of Treatife, 
before it is perused by the Tutor, 
nor engage in any AStion y till 
Twenty-one, Jo that the Theory 
of Virtue was only then their 
Study, but now our Touth, by 
falling early into the PraBice, 
are Jbon acquainted with the 
Manners of Men, and avoid 
being made Enthufiafls to falfe 
DoSrines, or bubbled by wicked 
Dejigners: Nor can I help think-* 
ing this Reformation is owing, 
in a great Me a Cure, to the pre- 
fent Manner of Writing,* 

The wifefi and befi of Au- 
thors formerly employed their 
Time in that Species of Litera- 
ture, calPd Romance', where 

every 
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Whereas our modern 'Novels, 
ieing Copies of real Life, muji 
turn to the Improvement of 
every Reader. Here we jee 
Bafenefs of every Kind ex- 
pos d, and all the fubtle Ways 
of Villainy laid open. Mtn 
may diftinguifh Courage, from 
Bullying ; Friendjhip, from Hy- 
po crijfy ', and Applanfe, from 
"Flattery. — Women, the Protec- 
tions of real Love, from the 
forced Compliments of Coxcombs ; 
learn to-.chufe their Acquaintance 
with Prudence, and fix their 
AffeSlions with Honour. 

With thefe Views the fol- 
lowing Sheets were wrote" ', 

and, 
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and, if ■ any of the Characters 
contain d in them Jhould ex- 
pofi Vice and promote Virtue, 
the Author wilt receive* more 
Satisfaction than the confcious 
Weaknefs of his Abilities pro- 
mised him. 
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CHAP. I. 

Some Account of her Family. 

MY Father was a Merchant, near 
the Royal-Exchange. He dy'd 
when I was very young. He 
left my Mother a Jointpr'e of five Hun- 
dred Pounds per Ann. and a great x deal of 
ready Money, to be difpos'd of*as fee 
B feould 
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ihouid think convenient, not confining 
herConduft in the leaft : For hisOpinion 
of her was too good^-even to think ihe 
would have us'd it in the idle Mariner 
ftie afterwards did. To me he bequeathed 
ten Thoufand Pounds for a Fortune, to 
be paid either on the Day of Marriage, 
or elfe when I attain'd my eighteenth 
Year; which, together with the Ma- 
nagement of my Education, he entrufted 
to her Care : For he thought none more 
capable of fuch aTruft than herfelf, hav- 
ing been always too fond of her to lee 
into her Faults. 

But before I proceed any farther, to 
give you the greater Infight into the Si- 
tuation in which my Father left me, it 
' will be requifite to give fome Account of 
my Mother. 

She was a Woman of an extravagant, 
imperious Temper; though my Father* 
feeing very wealthy, never thought *ny* 
Thing of what (he fpent : And fhe took 
Care not tx> lhew any of* her Haughti- 
nets to him, left he fliould with-hold his 
$fctaifi<*nee« But, alas! when he. wa* 

dead, 
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dead) and flie entirely Miftrefi of her- 
&1£ her Temper too apparently, and I 
may fay, too fiitaUy ihcw'd itfelf — — 
Fatally indeed for me, lor it was the 
chief Caufe of my fubfequent Mis- 
fortunes. 

She was reckon'd to have been very 
handfome; but was, at the Time of he* 
being left a Widow, very much upon 
the Decline, yet had itill a high Opinion 
of her Charms; and would ever after 
Abhor the Perfon that would once teU 
her, her Beauty was faded : Wherefore 
nought pleas'd her but Flattery, and 
fhe deem'd that Man very ill-bred (tat* 
in her Company, paid his Refpocfe «1&» 
where than to thole Eyes, whole Luftre 
was now much impairVl; or that did not 
praife the beautiful Symmetry of her 
Features, and her ivory Complexiort t 
And it muft be ©wn'd, fee had once 
been very agreeable. In flictt, me 
thought no Body excell'd her, fuch was 
her intolerable vanity. To fee a Wo- 
man paid a greater Regard to than her* 
fclf, was her gaateft Torment She 

would 
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would fwell with Envy and Indignation, 
and her Behaviour plainly betray'd her 
Uheafinefs, as well as it's Source. To 
this was added a very fiery, paffionate 
Temper, which would induce her to 
break out into Expreffions very little 
becoming the Chara&er of a modeft 
Woman, when fee thought herfelf any 
Way reprov'd, or her Foibles in the 
leaft glanc'd at : And, knowing her 
own Faults, though fee never ftrove to 
correft them, would take People's DiC- 
courfe that feem'd to touch her (tho* 
not fo meant) to be aim'd at herfelf, 
which made her very ridiculous where- 
ever fee came. 

She was, for thefe Reafons, avoided 
by all her better Sort of Female Ac- 
quaintance, and feldom feen in any 
Company of fuperior, or even t equal 
Rank to herfelf. She herded chiefly 
with thofe, who, for the fake of being 
treated, would flatter her Weaknefs, and 
take Care never to touch on that un- 
grateful String, her Vanity ; or mention 
.any of her Follies, without it was to 

gain 
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gain fomeEnd in praifing them, fo as to 
make them appear Virtues to her: And 
as ilie thought there could be no End 
to her Riches, lhe car'd not what Price 
ftie paid for having her dear, dear 
Vanity fed. 

She had been always a Woman of 
Intrigue ; but my Father, being an eaiy 
tempered Man, and haying a very great 
Affe&ion for her, was blind to her 
Manner of Living, which yet was con- 
fpicuous to every one pile : Nay, when 
tome bufy People reprefented to him 
her Condud, defiring him to.reftrain 
her ; he. ^nfwer'd, E'en let her do asjhe 
wilt) I fee nothing by her that's bad: 
Bejides, J fcldom heed what Women 
Jay; and I am Jure this is a Woman's 
Story ) if we had it from the firfi 
Hand : For I know they all envy her y 
becaufe fhe furpaffes them in Beauty ; 
wherrfore, be certain, I fharit mind 
any fhing that's faid of her. 

HerChara&er was blafted all about the 
City of London. She had lundry Times 
been the Week's Chat of the Tea-Table 

Politicians, 
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Politicians, by whom her patch'd Re- 
putation had been often canvasU 

In about three or four Years after 
my Father's Deceafe, my Mother's 
more genteel Acquaintance began to 
know her real Difpofition, and to 
drop Their Familiarity j lb that) in five 
Yean Tune, it was a Wonder to fee 
her in any other Company, than fuch 
** came to fee her for the fake of 
feeing creased ; and who would not 
have car'd, when they had got what 
they could out of her, if flie had been 
hang'd. As for the others, they never 
came near her ^ and, when ihe vifited* 
were not at Home, or at once to pre* 
vent further Importunity, very bufy. 

I was now about twelve Years old, 
and very fprightly ; and though they 
had forfaken my Mother, they did not 
forget me, efteeming my Company 
very much, and looking upon me to 
be very agreeable. They often told 
me I had a great Shaie of Wit, more 
than could be expected from one of 
my Years, lb that I was ieidom at Home 

with 
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with my Iwothcr, excepting at Nfgbt; 
and, as I was to6 young to give her 
any Umbrage, fht feldom minded what 
1 did or where I was. 
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Ctordkr of Leonoivu Jrrmvl of 
Coidctio **d bis Friend* 'Wboho 
tod (klwcr % d from Robbers. 

THE Pcrfon that I fpent moft Part 
of my Time with, was an agree* 
able, ienfinle young Lfidy, whom I 
fhatt diftinguiJh by the Name of 
Leonora. She was a Widow, the Re- 
lift of an honourable Knight, and lirM 
upon hef Jointure. 

She was of a merry Difpofition j and, 
her Temper iuiting very much wit|i 
mine, we were feldom afunder. She 
fcarcely paid a Vifit, or made an En- 
tertainment, wfrhoqt me* This gavfc 

me 
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me aft Opportunity of knowing all her 
Acquaintance and Relations. She hardly 
ever undertook any Thing, without my 
being firft confultec}. Iwas hergreateft 
Confidant, and the Mifbrels of her moft 
bolbm Secrets. She told me all the 
moft remarkable Paffages of her Life, 
and of every Relation file had. Among 
others flie often mentioned a Relation 
(he had, calTd Cordelio^ then on his 
Travels, for whom fhe always exprefe'd 
a particular Regard ; reprefenting him 
to me as an agreeable, learned, polite 
Gentleman. 

As I knew her to be a Woman of 
good Underftanding and Judgment (for 
fuch was her univerial Chara&er) I 
could not in the leaft doubt him, what 
file averr'd him to be. She had lb 
often defcrib'd him as a very accom- 
plifh'd Gentleman, that I had form'd to 
myfelf a very pleafing Idea of him, 
and long'd impatiently for his Return : 
But little did I think of the fatal Con- 
iequence — -of the many Misfortunes 
that Return was to plunge me into, or I 

ftioujd 
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fliould not have fo ardently defir'd 
it. 

Sitting one Day with Leonora, with- 
out any other Company, her Fbotman 
brought her up a Letter, which I 
obfervki her perufe with a Coun- 
tenance that feem'd to fpeak a deal 
of Satisfadion. When fhe finifh'd 
reading it, Here, lays fhe, turning her- 
felf to me, here's News for you ! My 
Coufm Cordelio, the Gentleman 'Whom 
you have Jo often beard me, commend) 
is nigher Home than we imagin'd, 
for here he informs me, he expe&s to 

fee me To-morrow Night. Here, 

you may read it yourfelf. I am 
jure you deftre to be acquainted with 
him, as much as I do to fee him ; 
for I know I Jet your Curiofty on the 
Edge. Saying this, fhe flung me the 
Letter to read \ which, as fhe never 
demanded of me, fo did not return it^ 
but have ftill preierv'd it fafe through 
the Flood of my Misfortunes, for his 
Sake, by whom it is lubicrib'd. 

C ' & 
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To LEONORA. 

Dear Cousin, 
9 IT IS with Impatience I have long'd 
* to fee my Friends > and particular- 
ly my dear Leonora. Hard it is to 
exprefs the Joy I have in finding myfelf 
fo near tbem y after Jo long an Ab- 
fence : But, beaffur'dj I have not had 
a greater Satisfaction thefe three Tears 
than at prefent^ in being able to inform 
youy I hope the Pleafure of feeing you, 
in your ownHoufe, To-morrow Night j 
when I pall be better able to exprefs 
the Regard I have for her, who, as 
a Friend^ and as a Relation^ is doubly 
dear to 

Cordelio. 

I was at the reading this Letter filTd 
with an unfpeakable Joy, for which 
I could give no Reaibn j and felt certain 
Emotions, which I could no Way ac- 
count for: But I have fince bcliev'd 
it to be a Kind of fympathetic Love ; 

and, 
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and, for certain, every Perfbn in my 
Qrcumftances muft have been the fame 
Way affeded. 

As it was no uncommon Thing for 
me (when my Mother knew where 
I was) to fpend three or four Days 
with Leonora, I lay with her that 
Night, and reiblv'd to ftay with, her 
all the following Day. We in^ 
patiently expe&ed the next Day; and 
to me, who had fo great a Curiofity 
to fee him, it was an Age. In fhort, 
Day was far ipent, and we ftill ex- 
pe&ed, but no Sign of him. At 
length it ftruck Ten, and we gave 
over all Thoughts of feeing him that 
Night. On hearing a Noile in the 
Street, Leonora rung for her Foot- 
man, whom flie order'd to go and 
enquire the Occafion of it When 
he return'd, he told us, There was a 
Hue and Cry after fbme Villains, ^vho ' 
had grofily abus'd a Gentleman in at- 
tempting to rob him $ that he had 
refilled them with a great deal of 
Valour, 'till he had got fome Help, 

but 
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but that he had been very much 
hurt. 

Leonora told me fhe fu^e^ed 
this might be her Coufin ; aiid in- 
deed my Fears for him (for though 
I knew him not as yet, I felt 
a fecret Boding in my Soul, which 
told me I fliould be forry if he 
were hurt) fuggefted me the fame 
Sufpicion. The Gentleman's Be- 
haviour, and the Footman faying he 
was a Country Gentleman, augmen- 
ted our Fright. She brder'd the 
Footman to enquire who it was, 
when a loud Rap at the Door rais'd 
our Spirits ; and taking this to be 
CordeliOy as indeed it was, we retir'd 
to compofe ourfelves, which we did 
in a Minute. 

After fome Delay, he was condu&ed 
to the Room where we both were. He 
immediately flew to Leonora ; and, 
catching her in his Arms, embrae'd her 
with all the Joy imaginable : But flie 
interrupted his Raptures, to prefent him 
to me j telling him, That Lady had, 

for 
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for a long while, an earncft Defire of 
being acquainted with him, through the 
Character (he had often given her of 
him j and that flie was a Perfon very 
worthy of his Efteem : Upon which he 
very civilly faluted me ; laying, He. 
hop'd I would forgive his Rudenefe, 
in not feeing me before j but the Joy 
he had in beholding a Perfon lb dear to 
him as Leonora, after fo long an Ab- 
fence, had prevented his minding any 
Thing elfe ; but that he ftiould always 
have a Regard for a Perfon, whom his 
kind Goufin had fo dearly recommend- 
ed. 

He was a Man lomething above the 
common Size, fair complexion'd, and 
well fhap'd, neither too fat or too lean. 
He was about twenty-five Years of 
Age, and had fomething in his Face 
that promised a great deal of good Hu- 
mour. His firft Appearance charm'd 
me. He caught me two or three Times 
flaring at him, which put me very much 
to the Blulh : But he, as he afterwards 

told 
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told tot, attributed it to nothing but 
his unfafhionable Drefi. 

Leonora calTd to her Footman, and 
order 'd him to bring in the Collation, 
for fhe had the Day before prepared 
one : But he ftopp'd him, and addrefs'd 
himfelf to her. " Dear Coufin, Jays 
ke> u I muft beg you to defer this for 
* a little while, 'till I have feen a Gen- 
" tleman, with whom I have made 
a bold to trouble your Houfe, taken 
« Care of. The Cafe is this : After I 
u had put up my Horfe, I was haftcn- 
" ing hither as faft as I could j when, 
u coming near that Corner of this 
" Street, that turns off towards Hano- 
u ver-Square, I heard the clafhing of 
u Swords ; and, by the Help of a 
a Lamp, which was very nigh, per- 
" ceiv'd three Men well arm'd with 
" Swords and Piftols, preffing very 
" hard upon a fingle Gentleman ; who, 
u with a Rapier, defended himfelf very 
" well I immediately drew my Sword, 
44 and made up ; to help iiim : When 
44 one of the three, fwearing a bitter 

a Oath, 
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Oath, faid, If I came near, he woultf 
blow my Brains out. Not, heeding 
what he faid, I advanced pretty hafti- 
ly, on which one of them fir'd upon 
us, fhot the Gentleman through the 
Arm, and immediately fled. I in- 
ftantly conduced him iuto a SJiopy 
and, having fearch'd his'JWund, 
which I found not to be rcry dan- 
gerous, I ty'd a Handkercief about 
it, to flop the Bleedmg. But ima- 
gine my Joy, wjjen* I found the Per- 
ian, whom I had tfc&s timely reliev'd, 
was one to whom I had been much 
oblig'd, and who was a particular 
Friend. Finding him well enough to 
walk hither, I fore'd him to come j 
and I muft trefpafs fo much upon 
your good Nature, as to beg of you 
to let him lie here To-night, having 
u already lent for a Surgeon to drefs his 
44 Wound. After 'I have feen my 
" Friend taken Care of, I fhall wait on 
" you,, apd . obey you in what you 
V pleafe," " Dear Coufin, atifuoerd 
Leonora, tC command my Houfe, as if 
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u it were your own j and I need ncyt 
aflure you, that you are as wel— 



« come." 



When the Surgeon had drefs'd his 
Wound, he told us, That it was not 
very dangerous, but that he requir'd 
fome Reft. 

After we had left him to his Repofe, 
we all partook of the Collation ; with 
which having refrefh'd ourfelves for 
that Night, we each of us retired. 

The next Day, as my Mother's Time 
of Leave was expir'd, I was oblig'd to 
go Home for that Day, otherwuelhe 
would have exercis'd her Severity on 
me. Leonora engag'd me to fpend the 
next Day with her, and promised to 
fend her Footman to obtain Leave for 
me from my Mother that Evening. 

I fpent the Day but dully, in poring 
over tome old Books. In the Evening 
Leonora's Footman came to invite me, 
as was befos^detennin'd, and obtained 
his Defire. 

At Night I went to Bed, but not 
to tafte of Sleep, or calm Repofe. The 

pleafing 
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pleafing Slumbers, that I us'd to enjoy, 
were Strangers to my Breaft ; and if I, 
for a Minute, clos'd my Eyes, I thought 
I law Cordelio plac'd before me. In 
fliort, I Icarcely flept all Night for 
thinking of him : And I felt certain 
Symptoms within me, which, in all the 
Books I had ever read, were repreiented 
as Signs of growing Love. 

I role early in the Morning and 
drefs'd myfelf, in order to go to Leo- 
nora's. My Mother was feldom up 
'till near Noon, as fhe commonly fpent 
the Remainder of the Day, and good 
Part of the Night, in fuch Company as 
I have before delcrib'd : However, hav- 
ing before obtain'd my Credentials, I 
left Word with a Servant whither I was 
gone. 

When I entered Leonora's Parlour, I' 
found her and Cordelio r with Breakfafl 
before them, waiting for me- He im- 
mediately rofe up and lalf5fed mc. It 
greatly pleas'd me to think he did it 
with" more Warmth than the preceding 
Pay. Having pals'd ibme Compliments 
D on 
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on my Beauty, which I had the Vanity 
to think none of the meaneft, we took 
our Seats at the Tea-Table, where we 
begg'd fbme Ihort Account of his Tra- 
vels, and in what Manner he had been 
oblig'd to the wounded Gentleman, who 
Was not as yet ftirring. Having told 
a Hiftory of fome comical Adventures 
which had befallen him, he came to ref- 
late the Rife of his Acquaintance with 
that Gentleman. 



CHAP. III. 

*the jicfoentures of Cordelio* 

" ~\JIcander, fays he y is a Gentleman 
44 I V .. to w | lom J fl. an d vcr y j^uch in- 

C( * debted, on this Account : When I 
" was in Ftdrencc, one of the chief 
u Cities in the great Dukedom of fuf> 
" cany^ a very handfome Lady happen- 
" ing to fit near me one Day in Church, 

< s leem'd 
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" fecm'd to obferve me very ftrl&ly ; 
u and, feeing fhe was attended by a 
u Gentleman who appear'd to mc to 
" have Authority over her, befides her 
" Woman, there was no Pofllbility of 
u fpeaking to her. Refolving to know 
" her Reafons for noticing me fo ftrift- 
a ly, as well as to play a Piece of Gal- 
"* lantry, I ftepp'd afide and wrote her 
" a Bit of a Note, letting forth, Tliat 
® " having feen her lift up her Veil to 
" wipe her Face (for the Weather was 
ic exceflive hot) her Eyes had wounded 
" me fo deeply, that unleis fhe took 
4< fome Pity on mc, and did mc the 
u Honour of converting with me for a 
u few Moments, that I might know 
i6 my Fate, I was inevitably loft. 

u This I folded up, without any 
u Direction ; and, as the People were 
" going out of Church, I pluck'd her 
" Duenna by the Sleeve. Venerable 
" Mother •, / am wicked j I am a very 
" wicked Sinner. Jnd Son y fays fhe, 
" which of us is not ? Jb ! AM for + 
u reply'd I, mine is a Criwt of the 
* , " decpefi 
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" dcepeJlDye: Jnd I had lafi Night a 
ic Vijion, whereby I was infornfdj 
ic That, without your JJffffance, all 
li w y Efforts for Pardon would be in- 
ic effectual. Son, reply'd fl)e, acquaint 
" me but in what Manner to proceed^ 
u and I pall be glad, as far as my 
" poor Prayers can go, to help you. 
" In this Paper, Mother, reply'd I, is 
" Jet down the Nature of my Crime, 
" and the Saint againfi whom it is 
" committed ; giving her, at the fame 
u Time, the Letter for her Miftrefs: 
" Jnd here Mother (giving her a fmall 
" Bill of Exchange) are the Directions 
" how to proceed, the Contents of 
" which I would have none partake 
" but your/elf Well, Son, fays ftie, J 
" fhall do my Endeavour, and pall 
" meet you here To-morrow at this 
" Hour to know your Succefs. 

u Accordingly the next Day I fol- 
" low'd her, going out of Church, at- 
" tending the fame Peribns. Toung 
u Man, fays flie, 'twas ill done, I muff 
" needs tell you, to pitch Upon me to 

a carry 
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u carry your filthy Meffage. Was 
u there no one to be found in the whole 
* City fit for fuch an Undertakings 
44 but a Woman of my Tears and Gran 
44 vity ? But there will come a time 
44 when you Jhall anfwer for all thcfe 
44 Things, dlas ! Mother, reply'd I, 
44 how can you be offended with me for 
44 firiving to fave my Life ? Did you 
44 but know the Pains I now endure, 
44 your Charity would induce you to 
44 intercede. But, dear Mother, accent 
44 of this fmall Gratuity for, the Trou- 
44 die you have been at j and, fince it 
44 is doom'd that you will make me 
44 unhappy, I jhall Joon find a Means to 
u rid me of my Life, which is now 
* fc become a Burden to me. Saying this 
" I gave her a Purfe, with ten' Guineas 
u in it, and turn'd my Back, as if I 
u meant to depart, but obferv'd that 
c< fhe look'd in the Purfe and feem'd 
ct well pleas'd ; which, having done, 
4< Son ! Son ! fays ftie, for fear Ifirndd 
"commit a mighty Sin, in being acccf . 
" fary to the depriving you of your 

Life, 
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" is out of Town, nor do we expeEt* 
li him this Week, therefore Td have 
" you make good Ufe of your Time. To- - 

* morrcFw Morning jhe* 11 be glad to fie 
a you : But , as Jhe is ftriBly watch* d, 
" you mufi pretend Bufnefs from her 
" Father, otherwifi you won't be 
u admitted. Having promis'd to go, 

* fhe went a little Way, but turn'd 

* back again.. . Harkye, Son,, fays fhe, 
<c don't think any thing fbould have 
u prevail* d with me, but that I fear* d 
" the Death of fuch a goodly Cavalier. 
" No, nor that fame, had I thought 
" you had any ill Dejign. fVell, Son, 
ic fare you well; don't fail; and be- 
" Jure dorit tempt my young Lady to 
u any Thing that's til, for it would 
" be the Death of me^ and I know Jhe 
44 has a Regard for you. 

" She would have continu'd her 
u Prating longer, had I not bethought 
^ me, and gaye her two Ducats ; 
" which fhe took, and excus'd her- 
" felf, faying, She did not at all ex- 
" pe& it — And then trudg'd away. 

« The 
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4C The next Day, according to Ap- 
u pointment, I met my Duenna near 
u the Church, who fhew'd me the. 
" Way, but left me when in Sight 
" of the Palace ; where, according .to 
" my Information, I found Tier ready 
i4 to receive me. She introducd me 
" to the Lady, who entertain'd me 
^ a good while, and declar'd a very 
u great Love for me, yeMeem'd very 
" nice of her Honour j but told me, 
« If I lik'd her for a Wife, fhe was 
" ready to marry me and undergo hey 
u Father's Difpleafure, but other- 
u wile I need never exped any Thing 
« of her. 

" For this fhe gave' the; four Days 
" to confider, for in a Week fhe 
" expe&ed her Father in 'town. I 
u left her that Morning, with aPromife 
" of waiting on her the next Day. 
" As I came from her Houfe, or rather 
44 Palace, a Perfon tapp'd me on the 
" Shoulder, whom I had remember'd 
il to have feen in England. This 
" was Nicander. Pray 7 6Vr, fays he, 
E " give 
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* give me Leave to ask you what 
"you were doing in yonder Palace? 
** But without giving me Time to 
44 anfwer; / believe. Sir, fays he, / 
44 may guefs your Bufnefs ? 'Twas 
44 with the Lady of the Houjij 'who 
** fays foe is the Daughter of an Italian 
M Nobleman. But take care of her ; 
" mind not what foe fays ; for, in 
u 'foort, Sir, foe is one of the greatefi 

* Courtesans in Florence^ and the 
14 meerefi Jilt that ever was born. 
44 She khfjws foe is very handfome y 
ii% and has Spies at every Gate of the 

* City, to inform her of what Stran- 
44 gerscome into Florence, and whether 

* they be rich. Thefe Spies are of all 
44 Nations, and learn exactly from the 
41 Servants who they are. For thefe 

* foe lays wait; and, if foe in traps 
44 them, feldom lets them go, 'till foe 
44 has empty' d their Pockets, and then 
14 fcoffingly forfakes them. To fome 
"foe promifes private Marriage, her 
44 Father being very jealous ; and 
44 thence takes a Ttme, when foe knows 

44 their 



•^ 



Sophia Shakefpear. 43 

" their Pockets are well lin'd, to have 
44 the pretended Father break % in upon 
44 them , cut off all future Inter cwrfe 
14 between them, and plunder Item of 
44 all the valuable Things ttey have. 
" This, Sir, is the Manner in which 
44 Jbe treats all thofe. Per fins, who 
4i are fo weak as to be ^enamour* d 

" with her beauteous appearance. 

" Being, Sir, entirely a Stranger to 
" y<M> it may be a little Jurprizing 
4fc to be accofied in this Manner : 
" But my having feen you in fame of 
44 the Coffee-Houfes in London, and 
44 knowing you to be my Country- 
41 man, engag y d me to inform you of 
44 the Danger you are in. Experience 
44 has confined me of what I frfl 
"you; for I was one of thoje eafy 
u Fools, that have been jleec'd to 
44 fame Purpofe. But left you Jhou'd 
4 fafpeft the "truth of what I Jay, 
u I can bring you to a Place where 
44 you may be better informed ; which 
44 I (half do, if you will give your- 

44 ffl 
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i% fetf the Trouble to come along 'with 
a me. 

" To this I made him fuch an 
u Anfwer, as civilly gave him to 
" underftand I cou'd not believe 
" him. Upon this he was lorry I 
a was fo incredulous, but wou'd be 
" glad to hear of my Succeis; and, 
" giving me Directions where to find 
u .him, took his Leave. 

" After he was gone, I began to 
" confider what he had faid ; and, 
" though I fcarcely credited it, yet 
" I refolv'd to know the Truth. 
iC The next Morning, according to 
a Appointment, I waited on Jibina\ 
"and told her, That I had Efficiently 
u deliberated on what ftie had pro- 
i# pos'd, and was that Minute ready 
" to marry her: And really, had I 
" found her to be a Woman of 
44 Honour, I ftiou'd have done fo. 
" But Providence, I hope, had a 
a Hand in the Difappointment, and 
iC has referv'd me for the Arms of a 

" more 
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a more worthy Lady, in my own 
u Country." 

During the Time of this Speech, he 

© fix'd his Eyes ftedfeftly on me, which 

\ v put me into fome Confufion; though, 

\at the fame Time, nothing gave me 

greater Satisfa&ion, than to think that 

he meant me. 

" She anfwer'd me, That though 
u Ihe lov'd me extreamly, yet flic 
f c muft be aflur'd that I was a PerioA 
" of Subftance fufficient to maintain 
44 her; becaule whoever took' hetf, 
44 unknown to her Father, miift be 
44 content without a Fortune, as flie 
44 was certain he wou'd never after 
" have any Regard for her. I told 
44 her, As to that I wou'd give her 
" any Satisfa&ion in my Power, that 
44 ftie ftiou'd demand. fVhy, fays fihe, 
44 the only Way I have to judge, is by 
44 the Bills of Exchange and recom- 
44 mendatory Letters, of which a Per- 
44 fon of your u4ppearance mufi have 
" Plenty. y tfis thefe mufi convince 
44 me, that you are a Per/on of that 

14 Fortune 
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44 Fortune you pretend to be. Madam y 
Cc anfwer'd I, as for recommendatory 
" Letters I have many of them, to 
" federal of the chief Pet finages _ of t 
" the Towns, thro 9 which I am to 

* pafs ; but j as for Bills of Exchange, 

* I feldom carry any about me. 

" How ! no Bills of Exchange ! re- 
a V^fA fee in Amaze, how then is 
" it pojftble for you to fupport fuch 
u Grandeur as you do? Madam, 
" reply'd I, I feldom carry any about 
" me, but what I take up as foon as 
u I arrive in thofe fowns whither 
" they are directed; and,whe» I leave 
" one tfown, take up Letters to be 
a recehfd in the next, Well, fays . 

Jf. fee, if you take care to bring your 
*J Proofs with you this Evening, I 
%fball have our Chaplain, who is my 
< • particular Friend^ ready to join us 

* indijfolubly. 

CHAR 
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C H A P. IV. 

Cmclufion of Cardelio'j Adventures. 

a T Now began to belieye what 
44 JL Nicander had told me, and went 
44 dire&ly to the Governor, with whom 
44 I was very intimate, and to whom 
44 I had been very carneftly lecom- 
44 mended. To him I related the 
44 whole Story ; and he told me, He 
44 was inclined to believe Nicander > 
44 for that he had fome Notice given 
44 him of fuoh a Woman. I . then 
u begg'd him to lend me the Bag of 
44 falfe Florins, which he had, not 
44 long fince, taken from a Coiner: 
44 With this he readily comply *d ; and 
44 moreover order'd a Dozen of hi* 
44 Servants, well arm'd, to attend me, 
44 and fcatter themfelves up and down 
44 by the Walls of the Palace ; but, 
44 upon my giving a Signal, to unite 

44 themfelves, 
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u themfelves, force into the Houfe, 
u and iecure the Perfons in it. 

" About Dusk the Servants piac'd 
a themfelves according to Order, and 
" I went into the Houfe, where I 
" was immediately introduc'd to the 
c< Lady ; who, after Compliments 
a pafs'd, examin'd my Letters, and 
4< tumbled over my Bag of Money, 
u which was very nicely coin'd. While 
" flic was thus bufy'd, I heard a 
" Voice from without, at which I 
u exprefs'd fome .Uneafinefi: But fhe 
" told me, 'Twas no more than fome 
" of the Servants, going up Stairs. 

u Soon after a very tall Man, with 
u a Pair of Whiskers not of the 
" fmalleft Size, and a very huffing 
u Air, pufti'd the Door open violently 
" before him, and drove in -a Ser- 
" vant, who feem'd very much frighted. 
" This did not much furprize me, 
" as it was what I began to fufpect 
u At this Abina fliriek'd very loud ; 
iC and cry'd out, My Father ! —r-^ 
" He march'd up direftly to her, 

" without 
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u without pretending as yet to ico 
" me. flow now ! Child, lays he, in 
" a bullying Tone, you Jam fur- 
" priz'd ? What's the Matter ? 
u Heyday! looking on the Table, 
<c why, what have you got here ? 
" Have you been opening my Cabinet ? 
u Whofe Money is this? To whom 
a do thefe Papers belong ? 

" Sir, the Bearer hereof, Signior 
a Cordelio, (reading one of my Let- 
" ters)— ■ — PVho was here, f nee I have 
" been abfent ? fays he, turning ftiort 
a to that Side of the Room where 
a I was, as if to fpeafc to a Ser- 
" vant. — - Heavens ! who have we 
" here? What Villain is this that 
" dares to fee my Daughter in my 
" Jbfence? — r-The Money is his y 
4C then Ifuppofe, defgrtd to bribe your 
" Honour : But, by Heaven, his Blood 
44 Jhall anjwer for it ; fa mufi it he t 
" with all thofe, who dare pollute the 

44 Virtue of my Daughter. For 

a your Part, Mrftrefs, you Jball ft([jer 

44 within. Saying this, he faften'd 

F 4C the 
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44 the Door I came in at, and opened 
4 < another that led into a feeming 
44 Bed-Chamber, Butfirfi I pall take 
44 care of your Purchafe- Money* He 
€C then pufti'd her into the Chamber 
4t before him, having my Money and 
41 Letters with him. 

i% I liften'd, to try if I cou'd hear 
44 any of their Difcourfe, of which I 
44 over-heard a little. Here is a Let- 
44 ter to Count Marino in Rome, 
44 lays the Bully. This 'will ferve 
44 me to take upon me the Character 

* of this Cordelio : For 1 cannot 
44 make a much longer Stay here, for 

* fear of being di/cover'd; and I may 
44 thank thefe Whiskers for my Pre- 
u fervation this Week pajl, for with- 
H out them I Jhoud not haw dar'd 

44 to walk the Streets. But, pray, 

44 lays fhe, what have you done with 
44 my lafi Lover, the Sicilian Count? 
44 Why % reply'd he, / hurry 9 d him to 
44 the Vault ; where he is, I believe, 
44 by this Tine pafi telling Tales, and 

44 . whither 
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*' whither this hot Englifh Spark 
44 pall dire&ly follow. 

« On this I broke a Pane of Glafs 
u out of the Window, which was the 
44 Signal agreed on for the Governor's 
44 Servants to rufli in. I again im- 
44 mediately return'd to my Poft, and 
44 found they were examining my 
44 Money. this, fays fhe, is of the 
"fame Stamp as that which we 
41 coin'd, and for which poor Gomez 
44 was wrack 'd. 

44 I ftaid not to hear any more; 
44 but, perceiving the Servants, hafted 
41 to the other Door, from which I 
44 broke off the Lock. Finding them 
44 pretty near, I immediately join'd 
14 them, and we open'd the Chamber- 
44 Door on the Sharper and his Lady, 
il whom I commanded them to ie- 
u cure, which they immediately did. 

4i I was much furpriz'd to find the 
" Governor tap me on the Shoulder; 
44 whom, in my Hurry, I had not 
u perceiv'd. He demanded my Reaibns 
41 for lecuring them, upon which I told 

*• him 
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** him all I had heard: And one df 
41 the Servants, pulling the Whiskers 
u from Piccarin'ts Face, dtfcover'd to 
44 us one of the greateft Villains in 
u Italy. 

44 As he had been often before in 
44 the Hands of Juftice, the Governor 
44 knew him very well, and order'd 
44 him to be hang'd up before the 
41 Gate, which was dire&ly executed ; 
44 having firft taken out of his Pockets 
44 the Keys of the Vault, from whence 
44 we freed a young Gentleman that was 
44 dmoft dead. 

44 As for the Lady of the Houfe, 
44 fhe was confin'd for Life in a 
41 Monaftery of Repentants. . I went 
u afterwards to enquire for Nkander y 
u but was told, He had that Morning 
4k left the Gty, which I myfelf did 
Cl with all the Hafte I cou'd ; nor have 
w I fince met with him, 'till laft Night 
44 Providence fent me timely to his 
4i Affiftance." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. * 

Nicander' j Recovery. Cordelio, finding 
a> lucky Opportunity, declares bis 
Pajfionfor Sophia. What Reception 
this Declaration met with the 
Reader will kn&Wy if he perufes 
this Chapter. 

WE were all very much diverted 
with Cordelio's Story ; and, a 
little while after, a Servant told us 
Nicander was up. We went immediately 
to fee him, and found him pretty 
well. He thank'd us all, in a very 
polite Manner, for our Afiiftance, and 
begg'd that a Chair might be eall'd 
to condud him Home. We repre- 
fented to him that he was not yet 
ftrong enough c But he faid he found 
himfelf fufficientty recovered, and fome 
Affairs ablblutely tequir'd his Pretence, 
fo that he begg'd us to excule him. 
During the Dupute the Surgeon came 

in, 
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in, who affirm'd he might go in Safe- 
ty ; upon which we infifted no farther, 
and he departed, declaring 'twas with 
Relu&ance he went. 

During the Time of my Stay, Cor- 
delio addrds'd me in a very warm 
Manner, and faid feveral kind Things 
to me, which I did not diflike ; tho* 
I took it ' all ^ for Flattery, and a ral- 
lying, civil Way, coiftmon to well- 
bred People : Yet I fecretly wifli'd it 
might cotoc from his Heart, tho' I 
thqa dar'd hardly to fuppofe it. — — 
But he has fince own'd it proceeded 
from a real Liking for me. 

In this Manner were fbme Days fpent, 
each of us fecretly "wHhihg the other 
an Admirer: He longing for a con- 
venient Opportunity to difclofe his 
Paflion to me, and I to know 
the Truth of his feeming Addrcfles. 
Happening one Day lo ftray from 
ibme Company in one of the Garden^ 
behind Leonora f i Houfe, of which there 
were three or four that were very beau** 
tiful, and ftriving to tJiink on fomt 

Plot 
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whereby I might difcover whe* 

brdelio fincerdy lov'd me . 

c'd; without minding whither I 
to. ftep into a ; little Summer- 
, ddigri'd for a Retirement from 
feat of the l>ay, pke'd in a 
et in one of the moft retir'd 
is ; when, to my great Surprize, 
teld Cordelio feated at a Table 
g, who rofe with fome Con- 
iuiioii. I wou'd have ftraight retir'd, 
had he not nimbly prevented me, 
by getting between me and the Door- 
It very much frighted me to £nd 
myfclf fo much in his Power. I begg'd 
him to let me go, bid him confider 
my Reputation, and what the Ladies 
wou'd fay, fliou'd they catch us to* 
gether. That he knew the moft pre- 
valent Quality of our Sex, who take 
hold of the leaft Opportunity of fcan- 
dalizing a Perfon, though their beft 
Friend: And what wou'd they think 
to? find me in fo remote a Place, ia 
Company with a 'Man ? I told him 
nothing wou'd be a greater Torment! 

to 
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to me, than to afford them the leaft 
Subjed for Slander. 

He conjur'd me but to hear him 
for a Moment ; and told me, That he 
wou'd chufe to prejudice himfelf in the 
moft tender Part, rather than offend 
me: But, as upon my Anfwer de- 
pended his future Welfare, I muft par- 
don him, if he communicated his 
Thoughts. He affur'd me, That he 
ador'd me; that he had entertained 
the fincereft Paffion for me, ever fince 
the firft Day he had been blefs'd 
with my Prefence; that my Return 
to his Love was the greateft Happi- 
nels he cou'd wilh on Earth ; that he 
defir'd nothing fo much as an Interview 
with me, in order to difcover his 
# Thoughts to me; that he had every 
Day, fince our firft Acquaintance, 
watch'd an Opportuuity of laying 
open his Paffion to me, but Fortune 
bad now unexpectedly thrown that 
in his Way, which he had fo long 
been artfully contriving, and which 
he had lb eaxneftly longM for. 

It 
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If wou'd he nepdleft to tell ypy 
fftl many Psofpftatjonp he made, and 
the many Qbje&jon* I rai*U I>t jt 
fil^pe fh/en th# J inform yog, after 
a teng Difpute, { found Reafans jn his 
Dhlbaurfe, whjph fitfficiently cpnyjnc'U 
tfie, that what he £»4 ppcwdftd fjrpni 
his JJeart; and I couW not ayojd tgf 
feflpwlfldging, that h.i» Wopfe were h* 
from dtfpleafing n?e, $ui \ knew I 
icpuU not i&arry without my Mpther's 
Qwfenjt, '#11 I w#» fljf Age : Ye*, # 
the fame Twne, J bid him bjj tffyj'd, 
that Ijefteam'd »p Mm $> wuph tf to* 

m . > & . : 

With ^iis I iMoke ftjddeniy t i|eflfr 
ftim, he hayjng hifh«tQ held /&<*,. *f$ 
l»fte*'d fo £nd tfce Pwjpany, fcofci 
whom I had wander'd ; feju|t -was SQjy 
jnucb. more *lef t and fprjgttfjy tfinn 
when I fad feft th«». This 'pirT* 
ceeded from the pleaj&ng S*tj$fj&pn 
J had in tfiinfciqg, that the -.only Hun 
loy'd me, for whom I h*d .a Regard 4 
and that I had found an Opportwuify 
(o favourably to Jet him iknoyy jtfrat J 
, G did 
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did not diflike him: For it was my 
Notion of a Lover, that if he fincerely 
regarded a Woman, and found his 
Paffion return'd, he would wait Years 
for her, and never look on any other 
with an amorous Eye. Though I 
had often heard of Men pretending 
an AfFe&ion, for no other End than 
to ruin the Fool fo creduloufly fond, 
yet I look'd upon Cordelio as a Per- 
fon of more Honour, than to be 
guilty of fo mean a Diffimulation; 

and indeed I was not deceived 

Though had I then known the Fal£- 
hood of the World, fo well as I do 
now, I fliould not fo eafily have 
given Way to a Paffion; which, in 
the End, ruin'd me as well as my un- 
fortunate Lover. 

I was now pretty eafy, and my 
Nights were no more difturb'd with 
broken Dreams. I found myfelf much 
better, and more light than I had 
been fince the firft Time I had feen 
Cordelio: And, as I expe&ed within 
a Year's Time to be of Age, I re- 

folv'd 
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fblvM then to marry him, and try 
to recover my Fortune from my Mo- 
ther.- 

I indulged myfelf in thefe Thoughts, 
and indeed they afforded me no little 
Pleaiiire. Had it been the Will of 
Heaven that I fhould have continu'd 
in this State, I Ihould have deem'd 
myfelf extremely happy: But there 
is no one living can expeft a true 
Tranquillity in this World, and my 
Misfortunes were yet to come. 



CHAP. VI. 

Cordelio ferenades Sophia, and the 
Confequences nf it. 

MY Mother, whofe Chara&er I 
have already given, was yifitcd 
by many Perfons, who addrcfs'd her 
in a very amorous Way. Some of 

them 
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them In Reality ebufted her, but 
'tWas fbr the Bake fef her Rfchei $ 
they car'd not in the leaft for hef 
Perfbh; arty farther than it entitled 
them to Her Fortune Arid btFfcrl 
pretended it, for Ho- other Rtalbrl) 
than to divert thetofelvfes a little With 
an did Wdman's Folly* Td theft 
tore added a third Soft, whd ftil'd 
themfelves her Friends* Theft f ifitai 
her to fperid an Evening) arid take 
a Bottle in jJrivate With hefj and 
though they were, not fo numerous 
as the others, yet they were the greateft 
Deftroyers. 

. They all flatter'd her Vanity fo 
touch as to make her think herfelf 
young again, and as haridfome as even 
Nothing gave me more Pleafure, than 
to think I enjby*d a Suitor more 
faithful than any of her's, without 
her knowing, any Thing of the Mat- 
ter: For had me but brice even cdn* 
je&ur'd it, it would have given hfcf 
a vail deal of Umbrage, and created 
me no finall Uneaftrids. 

But, 



Sophia Shake fpedr. Si 

fiilt, alafi! my Delight was but "of ' 
* flidrt Continuance: For flie di£ 
eoter'd that, which I wiih'd above 
all Things cdnceai'd from her Know- 
ledge, by a Serenade that was given 
before her Houfe; by whom* flie 
eould not tell. It was by Cordelh\ 
who, hot thinking my Mother Would 
be awake at that Tiihc of Night, 
refolVd to entertain ih$ With art Air 
he hiihfelf had composed, and had 
for that PUrpofe prepar'd fbme good 
Hands. 

My Mother having beett that Day 
unfortunately ill-, had not drank fo 
i deefo arid therefor* did hot fleep {a 
i fbuhdly as ufual. She liften'd to the 
1 Mufick with a greal deal of Plea- 
lure, but rofe when (he heard them 
begin a Love -Song, that file might 
hear it the more diftih&ly, looking 
• oh it to be directed to herfelf. Judge 
her Difeppoihtment, When flte heard 
Sophia three or fout Times nam'd, 
arid found it was dettgn'd to com- 
pliment me. She (hut down her 

Window 
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Window in a Rage, and retir'd to her 
Bed with a ftrong Refolution to be 

fully reveng'd on me And from 

this I date the JEra of my Mis- 
fortunes. 

The next Morning, when I would 
have gone out, my Mother ftopp'd 
me, and bid me ftay at Home; fay- 
ing, I had no Bufinefs out, that ftie 
knew of, unlefi it was to thank my 
fcreaming Lover for his Caterwauling 
under her Window laft Night, and 
depriving her. of her Reft; and that 
I might find fome Employment ih 
the Houfe, that was fitter for me 
than to be gadding after every non- 
fenfical Fellow : But if ftie heard any 
more of their ferenading near her 
Houfe, fhe would take Care to re- 
ward them for their Pains. 

Her Manner of fpeaking to me at 
firft very much furprifc'd me; but 
when fhe mention'd the Serenade, I 
gueis'd what was my Fault. I 
anfwer'd her in the moft fubmiffive 
Manner poffible, and made ufe of 

every 
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every Argument that I thought could 
contribute to excufe me. I affirm'd I 
knew not who gave the Serenade, and 
ftrove to perfwade her I was innocent, 
but all in vain. My Mother was 
extremely pofitive, told me fee be- 
lieved not a Word I faid, and indeed 
fee was for once very much in the 
right; fb I was obliged to reft con- 
tented, as I knew it would more 
harm than help me, to contradidk her 
any farther. 

My being detained would not have 
vex'd mc fo much as it did, had Cor- 
delio but known the Realbn of my 
Abfence j and I thought it would 
be an Alleviation to my Grief, if 
I could but find a Way to let him 
know it. 1 

There was in the Houfe a young 
Woman who had been bred "tip with 
me, and always us'd to attend me, 
and fee was the only Company my 
Mother would now permit me to 
fee; for if any of my old Acquain- 
tances came to enquire for me, I was 

afTurediy 
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sflurediy dwy'd tp them, and depriv'd 
pf the Satisfaction of their Company. 

As I knew Itttkt (for (o wa? 
my Maid eajl'd) to be a Gjrl pf 
pacFetiw, I chofe her to carry my 
Letter to Gordetio ; revolving to mate 
her my Confidant, and let her into 
the wh$Jc Secret of my Afliour > For 
»s I thought I was now reajly & 
I#¥e, I look'4 upon myfcjf tp fee 
in a Condition jfe deplorable as theft 
Damfels, whom I had fo ofter* met 
with in Romance detain'd m Prifbn, 
far from their abfenf. Knights, by fon*e 
vije Enchanter; and thought a Confc- 
dant as necefiary to me, as an ££• 
quire to the grieving Knlghf. Havr 
jng made her promije Fidelity, aod tp 
fwear to obferve an inviolable {Se- 
crecy, I reeeiv'd her for my Confi- 
dant : And indeed the Girl having al- 
ways 4°v'd me, was very ready to 
pblige me. 

I then fat down and wrote a lopg 
Letter to Cordelio, wherein I Jet fort|t 
the Reasons why I had not feen hint 

lb 
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fo long fince j and in it gave him an 
ample Account of my Mother, her 
Chara&er and Temper, not forgetting 
her fevere Difappointment in finding 
the Serenade defign'd to compliment 
me, and not herfelf, as flie at nrft ex- 
pected, and the Hardships I had fince 
endur'd on that Account; with the 
terrible Injun&ion laid on me next 
Morning, not to ftir out of the Houfe. 
I then told him, That the only Means 
poflible for us to meet for a long 
while, was to get acquainted with fome 
of rfiy Mother's Croneys, who Ihould 
introduce him to my Mother as a 
Suitor, under which inviolable Charac- 
ter he might exped a good Reception; 
that as I had Liberty ' to range all 
over the Houfe and Gardens, which 
were none of the fmalleft, we might 
have frequent Opportunities of meet- 
ing, without her knowing or fuf- 
pe&ing any Thing, as ftie was yet ig- 
norant who it was that gave the Se- 
Tehade. 

H Having 



4 
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. Having folded this up, without any 
Direction or Name, and enclos'd it in 
a Note to Leonora, wherein I requeftcd 
her to deliver it to her Coufin, I 
gave it to my newly-entertain'd Confix 
dant, with a ftrift Charge to deliver 
it to none but Leonora. In both thefe 
I'alter'd my Hand in fuch a Manner, 
as it would not be eafily known, 
feould my Confidant have been in my 
Mother's Intereft, and deliver'd it to 
her, inftead of the Perfon to whom it 
was dire&ed, fo that I might with 
Safety have deny'd it ; though I need 
not have entertained fuch a' Sufpicioa 
of her, for (he was truly honeft. 
' She waited 'till my Mother call'4 
her to fend her about Bufinefi. When 
fee return'd, fee told me, She wa» 
fortunate enough to meet with her; 
that fee promis'd to obey the Cdhtentt 
of the Note, but could not anfwer it 
then ; that if fee went again on the 
Morrow to Leonora's, fee would be 
fure to have it prepar'd; and wit^ 
this clapping a Guinea into her Hand, 

defir'd 
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defir'd her to make hafte Home, left 
her Miftrefi Ihould believe (he ftay'd 
too long. 

The next Morning Ihe w'ent ac- 
cording toLeonora's Appointment, where 
file met with Cordelio ; who deliver'd 
her a Letter, which (he immediately 
brought me. This I inftantly perus'd, 
and in it he informal me, That my 
Letter had given him the greateft Joy 
imaginable ; that nothing gave him 
more Uneafinefi, than to think it was 
through him I had been dcjJriv'd of 
my liberty; that he would be fure 
to obey me in every Thing I de- 
fied j and bid me, at the fame Time, 
be certain that he (hould never, whilft 
heliv'd, regard any one fo affe&ionatcly 
as me. 

He told me moreover, That he 
happened to know one of my Mou- 
ther's Acquaintance, whom he defign'd 
to work on, according to my Advice*, 
with all Speed poffible, that he might 
the fooner have the Pleafure of be- 
holding me. 

* Thcfc 
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Thefe were the Contents of the 
Letter which Lettice brought me ; 
and though it reviv'd me a little, 
yet I earneftly long'd that it's Con- 
tents might be fullfiird. Two Days 
I waited for him, without any Sign of 
his coming, which made me exceedingly 
uneafy. I often refle&ed, that Ab- 
fence might perhaps have blotted me 
from his Remembrance, or that he 
was diverted from thinking of me 
by fome Perfon more worthy of his 
Efteem ; or, it might be, of greater 

Wealth, or more Beauty. Beauty! 

no It muft be more ^Riches. For- 
tune has made him falfe to me ; 
and, for the fake of more Money, he 
quite forgets me. 

I believe no Woman ever tormented 
herlelf fo much, without any Foun- 
dation or Rcafon. But Pride at laft 
triumph'd, and I determined that he 
could not place his Efteem more 
worthily, than on me: That he was 
too generous to forlake me on the 
ount of Fortune : Beficjes, his De- 
clarations 



*T 
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darations of Love were accompany'd 
with too much Warmth for a Difiem- 
bler. So I at laft concluded, that 
bad not fome unavoidable Accident 
detain'd him, I fhould have feen him 
iboner. 

The third Day ended all my Fears ; 
for, about Noon, Lettice gave me 
Notice that he was below with Mrs. 
Winel&Qe^ one of my Mother's Boon- 
Companions. I defir'd her to Hand 
in his Way as he was going out, to 
recieve any Meffage he would leave. 
In abbut two Hours Lettice rcturn'd 
with a Letter in her Hand, which 
file told me he had privately convey'd 
to her, as he went out. Here he in- 
form^ me, That as Mrs. Windovc 
was that Day to introduce him to 
my Mother, he could not be blcfs'd 
with the Sight of me: Buf. that 
under Pretence of great Refpeft for 
my Mother, he would be fure to come, 
ere ihe was at Leifure in the Morn- 
ing, and hop'd the Happinefs of en- 
tertaining me in one of the Gardens; 

that 
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that then he fliould be capable of 
enjoying feme Degree of Happimrfs, 
in once again converting with the 
charming and only Objed of his Love, 
after fo long an Abfence : And fute > 
if I confider'd what Pain Abfence is to 
Lovers, if I regarded his future Quiet, 
I would not fiil the Appointment of 
one who efteem'd me more than Life, 
and would do fo whilft Cordelia. 

This was the Subftance of what he 
wrote; and, as it did not difpleafe me, 
fo I refolv'd to anfwer the Simmons. 

The next Morning I went to walk 
in the Garden, and waited a little while 
for Cordelio. He was not long ere he 
made his Appearance, in Company with 
forae of giy Mother's Vifitork It be- 
ing an Hour before her ufual Time of 
rifing, as foon as I was convinced he 
law me, I went down a different Walk. 
He foon after follow'd me, and I had 
the Pleafure of fpending Half an Hour 
in his Company, without being in the 
leaft obfervU 

Here 
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' Here he expreiVd the Joy my Con- 
defcenfion g*ve him in fuch a Manner, 
that I could not help acknowJ^Jging 
how agreeable this Jntctview was to 
me. He again reqew'd his Proteft*- 
tions of Love with great Warmth 5 
and moft tenderly defa&b'd the Unea*- 
finefs he had labour'd is»d$r, on Ac* 
count of not hearing from fne in two 
Days after the Serenade : But nothing 
gave him greater Pleafure, than the 
Lines I fent to him by Lettm. That 
it troubled him exceifively to find he 
was the unhappy, unknowing Caufe of 
jny Confinement : Yet his Trouble was 
fomewhat alleviated, to find he was Co 
happy as to be fbijietimes in my 
Thoughts j but then the Impoflibility 
there was of his relieving me gave him 
frefh Pangp. That having the good 
Fortune to be acquainted. with one of 
my Mother's Companions, he haften'd 
to enquire for her, but was not lucky 
enough to meet with her that Day* 
That the next Morning he found her 
at Home, and told her he had a great 

Paffion 
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-Paffion for my Mother ; that, thro' 
licr Means, he could be introduced to 
,her, and he begg'd her earneftly to 
ftand his Friend. To this ftie at firft 
ftrongly obje&ed ; but a Purfe of 
Guineas foon mollify'd her fo far as to 
promife her Afliftance, and ufe her In- 
tereft with my Mother in his Favour. 

Accordingly the next Day fhe intro- 
duced him to her, as a near Relation of 
her own, who had a great Defire to be 
acquainted with her, as well as to com- 
municate fomething to her that nearly 
concern'd herfelf. That my Mother 
feem'd very well pleas'd ; and told him, 
if he had any Thing to fay to her in 
private, flie would be glad of his Com- 
pany the next Morning, when he might 
opportunely difclofe his Thoughts. 

He told me, That he relblv'd to 
declare his Paffion in fuch a Manner, 
as flipuld feem to proceed from Refpeft, 
rather than any Thing elfe ; and to be 
her conftant Vifitor, under Pretence of 
the affiduous Lover ; But, in Reality, 

to 
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to have the Happincfi of i pending a lit- 
tle of his Time with me. 

I ask'd him, Why he had riot, cho- 
fen to difcover himielf to my Mother, 
to be (what he really was) a Coufin of 
/her Friend Leonora's? But he anfwer'd 
me, That as my Mother had a great 
Sufpicion of me, and as I us'd to go 
thither very often, fhe would have footi 
found out his Deceit, and put it en- 
tirely out of his own, or Leonora** 
Power to relieve him. That as my 
Mother did not fufped any Impoiitiori 
from her dear Friend, Mrs. Jtinekve, 
fhe could never, doubt his Sincerity, 
whilft recommended by her as her Re- 
lation j for that, under that Cloak* he 
had great Hopes of Suceefi. 

When he had ended, I took Leave 
of him, very well fatisfy'd with his 
Conduct and Behaviour, judging it to 
be near the Time of my Mothers ti- 
ling j and, having appointed, the. Place 
we were now in, as being the privateft, 
for our future Meetings, I retir'd to my 
I Chamber, 
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Chamber, without being taken any No- 
tice of. 

I met him there again, the next Day, 
where he gave me an Account of the 
Suceefe he had with my Mother, which 
was this Having declar'd an Affec- 
tion, in the fame Manner he had de- 
fign'd ; my Mother aniwer'd, That at 
prefent flie had no Thoughts of Mar- 
riage ; but, if flie could meet with a 
Perfon to her Liking, fhe knew not 
what file might do : Therefore flie 
hop'd he would not make himfelf a 
Stranger; but vifit her as often as Op«* 
portunity would permit. 

He came hither almoft every. Morn- 
ing ; and, if any Thing fell out that 
hindered our meeting, as if my Mother 
chane'd to be up earlier than ufual, 
then Lettice was detach 'd to ftand for 
the Way, and inform him of the Mis- 
fortune : And fhe got very well by it, 
for fhe never deliver'd him a Meflage 
from me, but fhe was lure of a Piece tof 
Gold ; and, to fay the Truth, fhe de- 
fend it 

CHAR 
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chap. vn. 

Mrs. Shakefpear finds Gordelio and 
Sophia in the Garden. She dip 

covers their Amour difmijjes 

Gordelio in a Rage and locks 

up Sophia. 

CEifainly no Body was ever hap- 
pier than I, for that fhort Time 
which we fpent together: And I 
flbould have thought myfelf truly 
bleft, could I have enjoy'd my Cordelio's 
Company in this . Manner 'till our 
Marriage, which I judg'd to be near 
at Hand; fince, in about three Months 
I fhould have been at Age, and of 
Confequenee out of my Mother's Power, 
.when I hop'd to fecure him mine for 
ever. 

But, alas! the Bleffing was too 
great, and Heaven thought proper to 
diiappoint me, in order to teach me a 
little Humility : For I was too guilty 

of 
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of a Fault, often charg'd to our Sex ; 
that is, Vanity. Indulgent Nature had 
fceftow'd on me Tome Charms, which 
I fail'd not to improve \ and indeed, 
they made me not a little proud : 
But I have often fince wifli'd to have 
been created the uglieft of Women, 
rather than to be fubje&ed to thofe 
Ills, to which my fmall Stock of Beau- 
ty had frequently, rendered .me inci- 
dent. Had I confider'd that the beft 
of People met with Difappdintments, 
liow could I have even expe&ed my 
Wifhes to be fulfill'd, who had never 
done any Thing to deferve it i 

Fate fometimes takes Pleafure in 
feeming to promote our Dcfigns, to 
bring them to a Ripehefi, render them 
fit for an immediate Execution, and 
then fruftrates us- on a fudden, in -a 
Place where* we leaift expe&ed Op- 
pofition. This . ^as exactly my Gate -; 
lor, when I had for near ten Months 
conduced my Amour with all imagi- 
nable Secrecy, "and irrfpeh'a Manner^' 
it fcarce required' ^Y^Mr^ ^t .$. 
. ; ' ■ - . • Parfbn, 
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Parfbn, it was at once ended. 1 

found, by a fudden Guft of Fortune, 
my Schemes furprizingly travcrs'd, my 
Defigns laid open to my Mother, ancf 
all my Secrets at once bctray'd ! 

Spending my Time one Morning 
with my dear Cordelio in the Green- 
Houfe, as I ufually did, (not that I 
allow'd him any Familiarities, but by 
my Prefence and Difcourfe ftill to keep 
alive the little Flame my Beauty had 
kindled in his Heart: For, alas! the 
firft Sight of him had rais'd in me 
one that was unextinguiihable) my 
Mother rifing ibon after I had left 
the Houfe, which was earlier than 
fee was wont, and having lome In- 
ftru&ions to give me in regard to the 
domeftic Affairs, went to my Chamber 
to look for me; where, not finding 
me, and enquiring of the Servants 
whither I was. gone, fome of them 
dire#ed her to the Garden. She 
carhe-feqh tevfeek me; and, fpurr'd 
by toy <evit . Ge»ius^ ml into that 
PAth;whictf ( l^ : direaiy to the Place 
•- • # • '♦"*•* ^ . . wherein 
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wherein Cordelia and I ^yera fttfted, 
comforting ourfelves with the Thoughts 
of my being foon freed from the Re- 
ftraints under which I now laboured; 
of entering his Anns, and being loofen'd 
ftota the Government of an haughty, 
JHf-afluming Mother, who knew, no 
fuch Thing as Nature, and Whofe 
grtiateft Favourite was Pride. 

This harfli Mannef of fpgaking of 
ihy Mother cannot but furprfce - the 
Reader; *>ut yet, if he confident the 
Hardfliips and Misfortunes to which her 
Vanity and Imprudence fubje&fd me, I 
cannot think he will blame me. . 

My Mother, as flie approach'd us, 
hearing the Voices of two Perfons : in 
earneft Difcourfe, tempted by Curiofity 
to know who we were, and what was 
the Subjeft of our. Talk, unfortunately 
heard the moft of a Speech wherein 
flie was often nam'd, and that npt very 
jefpe&fully. 

She had not Patiehce to let us finifli 
our Gonverfation ; but, with a Fury-ifl 
her Looks which 'tis impoffible for rfae 

to 
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to defcribe, fee rated him for his Tita* 
chery, and me for Indolence in daring 
Co countenance a felie Villain, and 
thinking to blind her with a Pretence 
of his being in Love with hen She 
ran on thus for a good while ; 'till, 
having talk'd herfelf out of Breath, 
and being quite fpent with Rage, fee 
funk down upon one of the Seats, 
whilft we wtre fo furprk'd we could 
not utter a Syllable, but flood like 
Statues flaring at one another. 

At length, having drawn Breath, 
fee upbraided Corddio with his Perfi- 
dioufnefs ; calling him by the raoft op- 
probrious Names, commanding him lx> 
quit her Houfe that Moment, nor eye* 
more dare to feew his Face within her 
Doors : And, as for his Miflrefs, fee 
would warrant he feould never fee her 
again.-^— Then, turning to me, rated 
me again pretty heartily; and, taking 
me by the Shoulder, drove me into the 
Houfe before her, telling me fee would 
allay my Flame; leaving Corddio be* 
. . hind 
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hind in the Garden, £> aftqnifli'd that 
he fcarcdy knew where he was. r 

When my Mother had got me into 
the Houfe, ihe oriler'd two. Rooms to 
be prepared, up two Pair of , Stairs j 
.which was ibon done, and to them was 
I fent immediately. 

That the Reader may have the bet- 
ter Idea of the comfortable Life I was 
to lead, whilft thus immur'd, I (hall 
crave Leave to ddcribe the agreeable 
Situation of my Apartments. The 
Room, which was to Ibrve as a Dining- 
Room, look'd into a little Garden, 
wherein were fome Herbs and Flowers 
that my Mother regarded particularly. 
Of this Ihe always kept the Key ; nor 
was any one ever admitted into it, but 
fome of her greateft Favourites. Be- 
yond it were fome neighbouring Gar- 
dens, which had very little in them 
either curious or elegant; and confe- 
quently could afford no Pleafure to the 
Sight, which was bounded by an old 
fpacious Church, that rofe a good deal 
" *gher than my Windows. On on? 

Side, 



Sophia Shakeipear. 81 

Side, I had a fmall Glance of the Street ; 
and, on the other, a diftant View of 
thofe Walks, wherein I had fpent fo 
many agreeable Mornings with my dear 
Cordelio. 

Here, to my no finall Mortification, 
I beheld my Mother's L?vee, iaunter- 
ing away their Time with great Piea- 
fure, in a fine Morning j whilft I, 
whom a Perfon would have thought 
fliould have partook of her higheft 
Indulgence, was depriv'd of a Plea- 
fure the leaft of them enjoy'd, and 
that without deferring fuch Uiage. 
This Room led into another, which 
was appointed for my Bed-Chamber ; 
and • this too was as commodioufly ' 
adapted as the other, both for Plea- 
fure and Repofe. The Windows open'd 
into a Yard, wherein was kept a Coach 
and Hories for my Mother's Uie. The 
Profpeft here was bounded by Stables. 
In the Yard were kept Ducks, Geefe, 
and other tame Fowl, for the Uie of 
the Houfe; whole different Notes, you 
may be fure, afforded not the moft 
K entertaining. 
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entertaining Mufick. There was like- 
wife a large Dog, who was a little too 
quick of Apprehenfion to let me 
have much Reft; for he would waken 
me by his loud Barking, at the leaft 
Thing that ftirr'd: So that together 
with the bauling of the Grooms, and 
the trampling of the Horfes going to 
Water in a Morning, certainly I had 
a glorious Time of it 

To compleat the unfortunate Situa- 
tion of my Affairs, I was depriv'd of 
the Company of the only Perfon from 
whom I could exped any Comfort j 
that fe, Lettke: For my Mother, ob- 
serving one Day a Boy deifrreg her a 
Letter, took it from her $ and, finding 
it came from Cordelia and wag dbfiga'd 
for me, immediately tum'd her out of 
Doors. A ftrange Servant, whom I 
had never before ieen, was order'd to 
attend me; whofe only Task was to 
clean my Room, make my Bed, bring 
me Vidtuals, and afterwards deliver the 
Key faithfully to my Mother. She 
had fomething illrnatur'd ii* her Fece, 

and 
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and therefore I did not care much to 
try her Fidelity. I once ask'd her, 
Where was Lettice ? She anfwer'd 
gruffly, She knew no fuch one. I 
ask'd her. If Ihe could tell why fhe 
left toy Mother ? She faid, She feldom 
troubled herfelf with other People's 
Affairs: All ftie kfiew Was, there was 
no Senrant 6f that Name in the Houfe. 
Notwithftandin§ all thefe Mis- 
fortunes I was patient, ^nd cbmfbrted 
myfelf with the Time being nigh at 
Hand, when my dear Cordelio would 
feflfcre me to my liberty, without 
being, oblig'd to my Mother : But 
little did I think of the many Ac- 
cidents that might intervene before 
that Time. I thought now the greateft 
of rtiy Troubles were at an End, and 
that nothing could hinder me from 
being fbon bleft iu the Enjoyment of 
my belov'd Admirer. But this was 
the kaft I was to undergo. 

G H A P. 
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CHAP. VIII. \ 

Mrs. Shakefpear'j Manner of Life ex- 
haufis her Fortune. She endeavours 
to retrieve it 9 by marrying Dr. 
Potion. His Character. He re- 
fufes to marry her. She goes to 
a Fortune-Teller, in order to force 
his Love, which is attended with } 

unhappy Confequences. \ 

IT is now requifite to turn back 
to my Mother, who is deeply 
interefted in this Part of my Story. 
As fee had hitherto liv'd at a great 
Rate, and kept open Houfe for fe- 
veral Years, fee had exhaufted all the 
Fortune my Father left, together 
with my Ten Thoufand Pounds ; ex- 
cepting Three Thoufand Pounds, or 
thereabouts, without fcarcely perceiv- 
ing it. But fee began to fee her 
Error, when it was almoft too late to 
•— *-ievc it. She now began to con- 

fider 
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fidcr how flic could pay me my For- 
tune, which ihe was Cure I would 
demand, or maintain the Grandeur Ihe 
had hitherto done; and found ihe 
would never be able to do either, out 
of her remaining Subftance : Therefore 
ihe refolv'd to nx on fome one of her 
leaning Suitors, that might be capable 
of doing both. 

Among the many that pretended 
Love to her, there was one who was 
deem'd immenfely rich. He was a 
Doftor of Phyficfc and a meer Mifer ; 
who, if he parted with but a Six- 
pence, though to difcharge a Debt 
contracted with his Laundrefs, did it 
with the greateft Relu&ance. 

This Man vifited my Mother rather 
for the fake of filling his Belly, than 
any other Motive: For Beauty he 
valu'd not a Straw, any farther than 
when it was affifting in getting him 
a Dinner gratis. Befides, he wifely 
confider'd, that to encreafe his Family 
would be attended with Expence. His 
Name was Potion. 

Upon 



r 



\ 
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Upon this Man ihy Mother pitch' d, 
iod deviYd all fee could think of to 
noofe him. She tfy'd him firft by 
ptopofing him the Queftion; telling 
•him, She lik'd him for being in the 
Decline of his Age, and preferred hfen 
to the many young Fellows he daily 
&W foUiritiftg her, of whom he knew 
fhe might take her Choke, becatiie 
fee thought him better acquainted with 
the World, and knew how to prize a 
feithfal Wife. Befides* as fee was her- 
felfnow growing old, fee fefolv'd to 
retrench her expenfive Houfe-Keepiftg, 
and live out the Remainder o£ her 
Daya in Retirement* She knew no 
Body, whole Temper feem'd fo exa&ly 
to fuit her owni, as being a careful 
Man ; one that knew how to take cafe 
of what he got. That fee had a good 
Fortune, and that it was not to every 
one's Direction fee would iubmit it ; 
and by this her frank Declaration he 
might plainly lee her Regard proceeded 
from no irregular Defircs, but an en- 
tire Liking to his Temper. 

But, 
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rteA. ® ut > 'tk m ancient Saying, 'S7x fori 

2/ j /0* 10/db old Birds with Cbafj which 

u was here pretty well verify'd ; for he 

r JJni vas t0 ° cunning for her, and imme-* 

t fo diately guefi'd what was her Drift. As 

dk for her Fortune, he regarded not what 

A* ihe laid of that, for he could not think 

>vr her very extravagant Way of Life could 

£ always laft : Nor could he fook on her. 

^ pretended Love to proceed from a Synw 

j' pathy in their Tempers, he being in no 

Refpeft generous, and fee very proflife. 

He perceiv'd the true Caufe of her Be-* 

claration ; which was, that her Riches 

were at an Ebb : Therefore he refolv'd 

to avoid giving her a dired Anfwer ; by 

telling her, His Obligations to her were 

very great; that he could. never fuffi* 

' ciently thank her for the Favour flie 

did him, in proposing fo great an Hap* 

pinds ; that it was fo fudden and un<* 

expe&ed that fee knew not how to 

anfwer, having at prefent no. Thoughts 

of Marriage ; but as fuch advantageous 

Offers were not to be had every Day, 

he 
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he could not entire^pKefufe, nor could 
he yet dire&ly accept of them. 

There being Ibrne Time given him 
to confider, this was his Anfwer : For 
he knew, fliould he have flatly dcny'd 
her, he would lofe confiderably, by 
forfeiting a good Reception in the 
Houfe ever after ; and, lhould he have 
confented, he knew her to be fo hafly, 
that flie would direftly have urg'd the 
Performance. 

For thefe Reafbns, he chofe a Me- 
dium ; knowing he fliould be refpefted 
very well, whilil fhe hop'd any Thing 
from him. 

My Mother often queftion'd him 
about it, but he ftill found fome Ex- 
cufe whereby he civilly evaded it. 
Hence my Mother inferred, that he 
fufpe&ed ibmething of her real Grcum- 
ftances, and therefore refolv'd to com- 
pel him to it, by having recourfe to 
that which compleated the Ruin of her 
and her Family. 

There liv'd near our Houfe one of 
thofc pilfering Wretches, caird by the 

Vulgar, 
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Vulgar, Cunning-Men ; who impofe on 
People, by pretending to tell them 
their future Aftions ; how to acquire 
Riches ; the Succefi of any Thing they 
go about to undertake ; with a Thou- 
iand other ridiculous Things \ and who 
maintain'd himfelf very handfomely, 
out of his Gettings this Way. 

To this Perfon my Mother apply'd 
herfelf, to be fet in a right Way 
to - obtain her defir'd End on the 
Do&or; which he pretended to, when 
lhe fee'd him with a Broad-Piece. He 
defired to know what it was lhe 
wanted. She told him, That lhe 
mightily admir'd the Doftorj but 
that, having propos'd Marriage to him, 
he leem'd very averfe to the Offer: 
Therefore ihe depended on him, to be 
inform'd in what Manner her Defires 
Could be compleated. 

Having por'd over fome old Books, 
and caft two or three odd Figures - 7 
he told her, That what lhe . wanted 
could never be naturally attained. 
She then defir'd him to put her in 
L fume 
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fome Way that ftie might bring it 
about} for Ihe car'd not how it was 
done, fo it was once done, and Ten 
Guineas ftiould be his Reward when 
it was. He anfwer'd* It was very 
difficult ; yet, if flic would punctually 
obey his Dire&ions, and take Care 
not to omit the leaft Articje, he did 
not doubt her being gratify'd : But 
firft ihe muft &t down, at .large, all 
her Defires in a Paper, aridrhq^V; ftie 
would have them compleatedi : ;> 

The Subftance of what ftie wr6te 
was, what ftie before told him; and 
alfo, that ftie preferr'd a Powder, be- 
caufe it might be infus'd into any 
Thing he drank, without being readily 
perceiv'd. He took from htr what 
ftie had fet down; telling her, He 
muft perufe it, and bid her call again 
in a Week, when he would have evejgr 
Thing ready. She paid him anoffiiej 
Vifit at the End of the liipitted Tirtie* 
when he delivered her a Paper, where- 
in were fcrawl'd feveral unintelligible 
Characters, and Potion often legibly 

wrote* 
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wrote. He made her alfo copy out 
another, in which were Rules how to 
conduft her Intrigue, and make ufe 
of the Powdery which was to be 
wrapM in both thefe Papers, to give 
it the greater Efficacy. 

Thcfe, he told her, were fo well pre- 
paid, that if fee gave them as dire&ed 
they could not fail of Succefs. My 
Mother implicitely believ'd all he faid, 
and refolv'd exa&ly to follow his Direc- 
tions. 

Among the. reft, flje was not to 
practice on the Do&or 'till the fecond 
Vifit Jhe was to pay her, after flie 
had receiv'd the Materials. She lock'd 
up the Papers and Rowder in her Tea- 
Tabk Draper, which ftie unfortunately 
left open the next Morning. Being 
fudderily call'd out upon fome Bufi- 
nefi, whilft the Do&or was at Break- 
fail with her,, he (being a very curious 
Man) open'd the Paper? ; and, feeing 
his Name Wrote, immediately pocketed 
them, in order to perufe . them when 
more at Leifure. She did not mifs 

them 
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^them /till towards Evening, when fhe 
fearch'd all the Houle for them, but 
to no Purpofe ; for they were gotten 
into Hands that would not eafily part 
with them. 

My Mother fufpe&ed fome fuch 
Matter, and therefore the next Morn- 
ing fhe defir'd him, with an Air of 
Authority, to deliver her Papers and 
Powder, which was to clean her 
Teeth. He ask'd her, Why fhe had 
made ufe of his Name in her Papers ? 
She told him, That being alone the 
Night before,, fhe had diverted her- 
ielf with fcribling; that thefe were 
the Papers which {he fcribled in ; and 
truly fhe thought that 'twas enough 
for him to know, that he was the 
Objeft of her Meditations when ab- 
fent, without depriving her of the lit- 
tle Things that were of no Ufe to 
him, therefore flie intreated him to 
return them; for perhaps he had a 
Mind to play the Rogue, and fhevv 
them about, under Pretence that fhe 
had written to him. / know you, fays 

fbe, 
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flic, to be a Wag, and apt enough to 
flay fitch Tricks, out of Game. Con- 
sider, prithee, that my Writing, in 
the Hands of a Man, may deprive 
me of my good Character. But all 
this avail'd little. She had now a 
Man to deal with, who would not 
be trifled with. He calmly heard her 
out, and defir'd to fpeak with her in 
fbme Pface lefs expos'd to any one's 
hearing. 

To this (he prefently coniented, and 
led him to her Chamber. He told 
her, He was not a Fool fo old and 
doating, as to be blinded with her 
Excufes ; that he knew the Characters 
too well, to believe them to be the 
EfFeft of her prolific Brain: Bfcfides, 
they too plainly indicated the Bafe- 
nefs of her Intentions, and fhew'd 
what terrible Danger he had happily 
efcap'd, for he knew it to be a Spell 
defign'd to be try'd on him. He 
affur'd her, That as the Papers 
were fufficient to prove to any under- 
ftanding Pcrfons her Defigns, his Re- 

folution 
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folution was to put the Laws >m Exe* 
cution againft her, with the utmoft 
Severity, as this was a Sort of 
Witchcraft, unlefs Ihe agreed to the 
Conditions he propos'd ; and that they 
were eafily confented to, being but 
two. 



CHAP. IX. 

Potion, having privately taken the 
. Fortune -Tetter's Papers and Love- 
Powder, threatens to profecute my 
Mother y unlefs fie will comply with 
certain Conditions. She refufes. 
He applies to Jufiice Surety for a 
Warrant ; on hearing which, to my 
inexpre/Jible Grief we both embark 
for Venice. *: 

HIS Conditions were, That liking 
her very well, though not to 
1 marry her, if file would gratify this 

afFe&ionate 
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afFe&ionate liking of his without the 
conjugal Chain, and pay him down 
Five Hundred Pounds, he would en- 
gage to free her from all future Ap* 
prehcnfions; otherwife ftie might ex* 
pe& to fuffer the Punifhment the 
3Law commonly inflifts, in Cafes of 
Witchcraft. But flie only laugh'd at 
him ; and told him, She was exceeding- 
ly furpriz'd a Man of his Senfe ihould 
be fo much deceiv'd, as to miftake 
her ftupid Scrawls for Incantations. 

He laid no more to her at that 
Time, but left her abruptly, -only 
bidding her confider of it. The next 
Day he return'd for an Anfwer, when 
flie ftill deny'd it, and us'd a Thou- 
land Artifices to divert him from his 
Purpofe, but in vain. In Ihort, he 
told her, That he had the Peribn 
who prefcrib'd them to her to wit- 
nefs againft her, that her Intentions 
were unnaturally to force his Love. 
. My Mother, now found there was 
no good in denying it. She con- 
fider'd that to yield to his Conditions 

would 
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would not only blafte her Charac- 
ter, but alfo deprive her of very near 
a Quarter of her prefent Subfiftence, 
and therefore flic refolv'd to have 
recourfe to Intreaty. She begged 
him to think, That nothing, but the 
greateft Excels, of Love, could have 
driven her to fuch an Extremity j that 
Ihe would never have done it, but 
that fee found he did not like the 
Match, and fee could not live with- 
out him; and that lhe was fijre a 
Man, of a Nature lb generous as 
his, could never find in his Heart to 
ruin a weak Woman and her Family, 
whofe greateft Fault was an over 
Fondnefs for him. 

She us'd feveral Arguments of the 
fame Nature, that fee thought might 
conduce to move him, but to no 
Purpofe. He was deaf to all fee could 
urge in her Defence. At length he 
left her, faying, That fince fee per- 
fifted in her Obftinacy, fee feould hear 
no more from him in this pacific Man- 
ner j but that fee would foon fee 

him 
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him again, lb as to make her wifh fhe 
had accepted his Conditions. 

She began now ferioufly to repent, 
for having ran into fuch Extravagances 5 
and put herfelf, by her Imprudence, 
in the Power of fuch a pitiful Wretch : 
But her Fe^fs were much augmented, 
as well as her Grief, when one of her 
old Friends came foon after to fee 
her, in order to inform her, that 
Potion had been with her Neighbour, 
Juftice Surety ) that Afternoon, to ob- 
tain a Warrant againft her for fome 
Mifdemeanor j which he could not 
then get, as the Juftice was out of Town, 
npr would he be . in Town 'till the 
Morrow, therefore fhe advis'd her to 
prepare herfelf againft any Milchance 
that might happen. She told her, 
That Mr. Soak y the Juftice's Cfcrk, 
told her of this, becaufe he knew fhe 
was a Friend of hers; and he often 
us'd to divert her, over a Giafs, 
with the many comical Gales that pals'd 
through their Hands. 

M My 
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My Mother now began, more plain-* 
ly than ever, to fee her Error, and the 
abfblute Neceffity there was of imme- 
diately providing for her own Safety. 
She ftraight fent for Leonora, whom 
now file looked upon as the mqft pru- 
dent of her Friends. To # her fhe laid 
open her Misfortunes, and made over 
her Houfe and Furniture, to avoid 
having an Execution laid on them ; 
begging her to difpole of them to the 
beft Advantage, and remit the Money 
to her at Venice, whither file refolv'd 
to retire, and fpcnd the Remainder of 
her Days with her Brother, who was a 
rich Merchant there. 

There happen^ to be a Ship in the 
River confign'd to my Uncle j and my 
Mother, infofining. the Mafter who ftie 
was^ had a Cabin immediately prepaid 
for our Reception. I knew nothing of 
all this 'till Leonora waken'd me, which 
was very early in the Morning. . I was 
over-joy'd and furpriz'd to fee her: 
But how was I aftonifh'd, when fee 
-elated the Things that had happened 

during 
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during my Confinement ; and defied me 
to pack up my Things to embark for 
Venice along with my Moth?r, in a 
Ship which was ready to fail, and only 
waited for us J 

I ask'd, If Cordelio t knew this fur- 
prizing Change in my 'Fortune? She 
anfwer'd, He did not ; that fome Af- 
fairs had requir'd his Prelence in the 
Country ; but affur'd me, that his 
being depriv'd of the Sight of mc had 
not leffen'd his Affe&ion, for that he 
lov'd me as paffionately as ever, and 
would never marry any one but my- 
felf 

I then told her, In the Condition I 
was now, and to which my Mother 
had redue'd me, I no longer merited his 
Regard, as not having a fufficient For- 
tune for a Perfon of his Birth and 
Eftate; that I had refolv'd nevtr to 
marry any Man but Cordelio^ which it 
was now out of my Power to do," con- 
fiftent with my own Sentiments ; and 
that, for his fake, I determin'd to live 
a (ingle Life. I conjur'd her to beg 

him 
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him £o fix his Affe&ion on fome Mer- 
lon more happy, and more worthy his 
Efteem ; fince we were never likely to 
be happy in each other, and he could 
have no Hopes of me, who was now 
ruin'd by an imprudent, unfortunate 
Mother. 

I would have proceeded, had we not 
been interrupted by a Servant; who 
inform'd me, 'that my Things were 
fent aboard, and the Captain of the 
Ship and my Mother waited below 
Stairs for me only. 

This Meflage oblig'd me to take my 
Leave fooner than I could have wilh'd. 
We tenderly embrac'd one another, and 
both wept very bitterly. Leonora, for 
the Lois of an old Friend ; and I,' for 
leaving my native Country, lofihg my 
Lover, my much-^efteem'd Leonora, my 
Friends and Acquaintance, and every 
Thing that was dear to me. 

TheEndiftbe FIRST BOOK. 
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CHAP. L 

A very Jbort Chapter. 

WE fet Sail with a fair Wind ; 
and, after a fliort Paflage, ar- 
riv'd at Venice. We were conduced, 
in the Ship's Boat, to Mr. Wealthy'* 

Houfe : 
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Houfe : And, indeed, I could not but 
admire the Statelinels of the Buildings 
on each Side the River, which far ex- 
ceeded any I had ever feen in England. 
But, alas ! thefe afforded me but little 
Pleafure, fince I poffefs'd not that 
which I wifh'd moft for, the Company 
of my dear Cwdelio. My Uncle's 
Houfe was very handlbme ; and, tho # 
not extraordinary there, would in Lon- 
don have been look'd on as a noble 
Building. 

The next Day, as our Effe&s were 
lowering out of the Ship into the Boat, 
unhappily a Trunk, wherein my Mo- 
ther had depofited moft of her Money 
and Jewels, broke from the Rope, juft 
over the Ship's Side, and tumbled into 
the Sea between it and the Boat, nor 
did we ever after hear of it. 

All the reft of our Things were 
fafely brought to my Uncle's. My 
Mother >yas exceedingly affli&ed for 
.the Lofs of her Trunk ; bur her Bro- 
ther, who appear'd to be (as he really 
was) a good-natur'd Gentle n ian, bid her 

not 
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not be troubled about it ; for he aflur'd 
her, while he liv'd, flie ftould never 
want for any Thing in his Power, and 
defir'd her to command his Houfe as 
tho' it was her own : And added, That 
if what he had promise did not con- 
tent her, and Ihe Ihould leave him the 
next Day, he would prefent her with 
double the Value of what fhe had loft. 
This, in fome Meafure, alleviated her 
Grief, and appeas'd her for the prefent 
Time. He likewife exprefs'd a great 
Regard for me ; and promis'd, if I did 
not wilfully offend him, he would pro- 
vide very handfomly for me. 

Mr. Healthy was my Mother's 
only Brother. He was a Gentleman 
of a polite Behaviour, perfe&ly well- 
bred ; and comely, for his Age, being 
about Fifty-five. He was fome Years 
older than my Mother, but was en- 
du'd with fundry excellent Qualifica- 
tions, and had nothing of the Morofe- 
nefs which is too common with aged 
^erfons. He us'd every Means in his 
rower to ; aider our Lives agreeable \ 

and 
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and hardly ever went out, but he 
brought us fome Prefent at his Re- 
turn. 

He had buried his Wife about 
fourteen Years before our Arrival ; 
and his Daughter, the only Child he 
ever had, died about two Years after 
her Mother. As he was prodigioufly 
fond of Mrs. Wealthy, her Lofi, to- 
gether with that of his Daughter,' 
very greatly aifli&ed him, and he de- 
termined never to marry again ; fo 
that we had the abfolute Command 
of his Houfe, and every Thing in 
it. 

I now led a life that might have 
been calTd happy, had not Love 
reign'd fo potently in my Heart : 
But, alas! nothing pleas'd.me in Cor- 
delia's Abfence. Every Thing appear'd 
infipid. In fhort, I liv'd in a Man- 
ner that could not but be very agree- 
able to a difengag'd Perfon. . I was 
prefent at every Publick Diverfion 
and Entertainment, in Company with 
my Mother and Uncle j yet I neither 

fpught 
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fought new Acquaintance, or new 
Conquefts. My firft Paffion was too 
deeply engraven on my Heart, to 
allow even a Thought of Comfort 
from another. 



CHAP. II. 

Mr* Wealthy takes Mrs. Shakefpear 
and Sophia to fee the Publick Entry 
of a Venetian Nobleman. "They ad~ 
mire its Magnificence. Their Gondola 

was over -Jet. Sophia meets 

with a very extraordinary sid- 
venture. 

A Venetian Senator having marry'd 
a very great Lady in iome other 
Part of Italy ^ was to make a grand 
Entry into Venice along with his 
Lady, on the River, with a nume- 
rous and iplendid Attendance. My 
Uncle faid, As this was an uncom- 
N mon 
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inon Sight to us, as well as to moft 
of the Inhabitants, fuch Entries being 
fcldom or never heard of, he would 
give us a Gondola for our Entertain- 
ment. This he accordingly did, and 
would have attended us himfelf, but 
that fome particular Affaire calTd him 
elfe-where. 

We took our Gondola on the Day 
appointed, and fet out in order to fee 
this extraordinary Sigjit. The Entry 
tyas indeed very magnificent, and tile 
Bands of Mufick perfbrm'd fo ad- 
mirably, that they could not but 
charm the moft infenfible Auditors. 
The River was cover'd with Gondolas, 
which were full of People; whole 
rich Drefles, and the Reflexion of the 
Sun, whofe Beams fhone very bright, 
could not but dazzle the Eyes, turn 
them which Way you would : In 
fliort, all was Splendor. 

We had lain by, that we might 

take the moire fatisfa&ory View; and 

we were fo loft in Admiration, that 

did not perceive a Gondola, much 

larger 
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larger than ours, running foul of us ; 
which came againft us with fuch a 
Shock, that it foon rous'd us out of 
our pleafing Lethargy, nor could all 
the Art of the Gondoliers hinder it 
from driving on us a fecond Time. 

I fainted away after the firft Shock, 
nor did I recover for near an Hour 
after; when, to my great Surprize, J 
found myfelf in a ftrange Room, with 
Attendants about me entirely un- 
known, but who feetn'd there on 
Purpofe to wait on me: At length 
a Man very richly dreis'd, whom I 
had not before v ieen, rofe from a 
Chair whereon he had been fitting by 
my Bedfide; and,, beckoning to the 
Servants to retire, which they im>- 

mediately did, approached me -But 

think how great was my Aftoniihment, 
when he came nearer, to find hint to 
be Cordelio ! Tell me, cry'd I, where 
am I? In the Hands of one, artfwer'd 
he, who efteems you more than Life\ 
whofe great eft Torture was your being 
torn from him, and who is now ™- 
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folv'd never again to part vqith you. 
jilas ! reply'd I, why do you follow 
a Wretch, who was never born to 
be happy ? One who is unworthy your 
Notice. I mufi indeed own, when I 
was Heirefs to a Fortune /of Ten Thou~ 
/and Pounds; I had a Pajffion for 
Cordelio, and thought myfelf a Match 
fit for him : But now, reduced to the 
State of a Dependant on another's 

Good-will a perfeft Beggar *■ 

How, fhould I think a Man of his 
Efiate would harbour eroen a Thought 
of me, except it were to work my 
Ruin ? No ! it can never be ; for I 
can never be happy. O leave me, 

my Cordelio ; leave me Jince I 

was never defiin'd to be blefs'd with 
you; rejlore me to my grieving Mo- 
ther y and leave me to my unhappy 
Fate, JVhat! reply'd he, and am I 
then indifferent to you ? O ! \haplefs 
Time! 1 thought my Sophia never 
eould forget me! Her, I am fure, I 

never could ! Ton bid me fly tence, 

ml leave you. No, my Sophia, fiomz 

would 
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would I give up all I am 'worthy 
than quit thee, who art more precious 

to me than the richejl Gem. But 

wherefore do I Jficnd my Breath in 
vain? Jbfence has eras' d me from 
your Memory, and you no more regard 
me. Conjiancy is a Virtue fo uncom- 
mon, that you pun me as a Monjler j 
and I am hated for my Truth by her, 

in whom alone my Life my Happi- 

nefs—'-is center d. 

Think not, anfwcr'd I, my Cordelio,' 
fo harfbly of me. J love you ft ill j and, 
I call Heaven to Witnefs, can never 
love another. But if Fate has ap^ 
pointed I Jhould be unhappy, why 
Jhould 1 ft rive to make another fo ? 
Then leave me to my Ills; for how 
can you cxpeB ever tQ be happy with 
her, whofe only Portion is Poverty? 
O my Sophia ! reply'd he, confider well 
what 'tis you now requeft! No left 
than the utter Ruin of one who al- 
ways mufi adore you. Tet, though 
you can compel me to forfake you, 
ym'U fee me end my Pangs and Life 

togc* 
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together.- — Why do you mention 
Riches ? Think you then I courted you 
far your Fortune? No ! by my Soul, 
Sophia, ^without a Portion^ is as dear- 
nay dearer to me, than 'when reckon f d 
the rich Merchant's Daughter. Har- 
bour not fuch Thoughts of poor Cor- 

delio. If you can have Confidence 

fiill in me^ fly from this Place 

Talk not of pur Mother j Jhe never 
fbeufd the leafi Regard for your Well- 
fare ', and therefore your Flight cannot 
affeSt her. We 'will direft our Courfe 
to Geneva, and there be joirid beyond 
the Power of Man tojeparate us. 

But to what Purpofe would it be 
to relate all the Arguments he urg'd 
to make me go, wherein he exprels'd 
himfelf with all the Fire Love is ca- 
pable of producing in the Heart of # 
Man? Let it fuffice to tell you, I 
at laft confented j having made him 
promife to write to my Mother, and 
my tender Uncle, whom I was inr 
deed fbrry to leave, to inform them 
where I was, .and how I had diC- 

pos'd 
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pos'd of myfelf, which he afterwards 
cxa&ly performed. 

. From thence, in two Days, we fct 
out ; and, after a Journey of a Month 
long, arriv'd at Ueneva. We ipent 
fome fmall Time in moft of the re- 
markable Places which lay in our 
Way, and were marry'd the Day after 
our Arrival. 



CHAP. III. 

CordclioV Story. 

HERE having fome Time fb 
reft, I begg'd him to inform 
me what it was brought him to 
Venice. He told me, Three Days 
after my Departure he arriv'd in Town ; 
where, repairing to Leonora^ after -his 
ufual Manner, to enquire concerning 
me, fhe told him I was well, and ftill 
lov'd him j but then he could not fc* 

r 



^ 
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tte, I was io cloiely watc&'cb *Hc 
laid, He would fcale the Windows 
next, Night out of the Court -Yard, 
as Ke had engag'd to his Intereft one 
of the Grooms ; and, if I lov'd him, 
he doubted not but I would go with 
him. 

Leonora feem'd to approve his Re- 
iblution. He then went to a neigh- 
bouring CofFee-Houfe ; where, to his 
great Surprize, he heard my Mother 
was gone, no Body knew why or 
whither. On this he enquir'd of the 
Groom; who could tell him no more 
than that he had been difcharg'd by 
Leonora^ his Miftrefs and Family hav- 
ing retir'd none knew whither, and 
that Doftor Potion had been fince in 
the Houfe. On this he went to 
Leonora ; and, having blam'd her for 
the Trick put on him, begg'd to 
know if I had left no Meffage for 
him. To this teonofa rejoin'd exa&ly 
my own Wordsr: That I entreateti him 
*' to fix his Affe&ion on Toiye Piarfon 

liore happy, and more worthy his; 

Ci Efteem; 
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" Efteem ; fince we were never likely 
" to be happy in each other, and 
" he could have no Hopes of me, 
" who was now ruin'd by an im- 
u prudent, unfortunate Mother." 

He had not Patience to fearch into 
the Particulars, but befeech'd Leonora 
to inform him whither I was gone, 
yet all in vain. She faid, She would 
never difcover it, becaufe fhe had 
promis'd Secrecy. On this he told 
her, He was reiblv'd to travel, and 
never to return without me; and at 
length fhe fo far fatisfy'd him, as to 
inform him, I was gone into a Part of 
Italy. 

He ftraight let out, had pafs'd thro* 
moft of the petty States of Switzer- 
land and Italy ^ and having, without 
hearing of me, . enquir'd all the Way, 
went at hft to Rome, where nothing 
was fo much talk'd of as the grand 

Entry, which Signior L was to 

make ift Venice with his Lady. Hither 

then he repair'd ; and,, in the Midft 

of the Entry, heard fome Body 

O " fhriek 
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ihriek not unlike me. He ftarted. 
from mufing, I being the Subjed, 
and perceiv'd a Gondola juft over- 
let, and fome Ladies fall into the 
Water. He immediately, out of Com- 
panion, leapt in, and* took up the 
firft Perfon he could lay hold on. 
The other Ladies were likewife taken 
up, many Pcrfbns having jump'd in to 
fave them ; but, having rais'd me in 
his Arms, he was fill'd with Aftonifii- 
ment, and feeing the reft of my Com- 
pany were not hurt, he carried me off! 



CHAP. IV, 

fiordclio^/rrf Sophia go to Paris, tfbey 
embark for England, they are at* 
taek'd by Robbers , and dordelio is 
murder' d. 

HAVING fpent two Months 
here to reft ourfelves, we let 
out for Paris j where having liv'd a 

Year- 
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Year and a Half, view'd Ferfailles } 
MarJ/> FontainbkaUy and all Places 
that were any Way curious, we re- 
folv'd to fet out for London ; but 
ftopp'd for two or three Days, in 
order to pay . another Viftt to Vcr- 
failkSy to fee the Water- Works play, 
for the Entertainment of fome IJerfons 
of great Diftin&ion. 

The next Day we fct out for Lon- 
don ; and, in a Week, arriv'd at Calais* 
We then embark'd aboard the Packet, 
and arriv'd, after a Voyage of nine 
Hours, at Dover. Here we refted for 
two Days at the Houfe of a Gentle- 
man, an Acquaintance of Corddio's. 

I thought now that Fortune had 
been weary of perfecuting me, and 
that I fhould have fpent the Reft of 
my Life in Peace. But this was only 
fome Days Refpite, for my Misfortunes 
fbon. grew more grievous than ever. 
We had not travell'd above twenty 
Miles from Dcnjer y when two Men 
rode out of a Bye-Road, and pafs'd 
clofe by us. One of them turning fhort 

on 
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on my Husband, prefented a Piftol at 
him, and bid him deliver: But he, 
with his Whip, ftruck the Piftol out 
of his Hand, and fhot him with one 
of his own Piftols, which he carry'd 
iri his Holders. The other feeing his 
Companion hurt, fir'd a Blunderbufi, 
and fhot Cordelio thro' the Body; 
and being again ftiot with the re- 
maining Piftol by the wounded Fel- 
low, he drop'd from his Horfe, as did 
the Villain whom he had wounded, 
within three or four Yards of him. 

The remaining Highwayman, feeing 
both fall, immediately difmounted, and 
.riffied his Comrade's Pockets as well 
as CordeU(/s ; and, hearing fome Peo- 
ple approach, he inftantly rode off. 

During the Skirmilh, I had re- 
tir'd behind a Hedge; and, on feeing 
the Robber depart, t came out at 
the lame Time that three Gentlemen 
came up, well mounted and arm'd. 
We all together went up to the Body 
of Cordelhy which was ftretch'd out 
on the Ground. 

To 
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To them I told my Story; upon 
which two purfu'd the Villain, and 
the third ftay'd with me, of whole 
Face methought I had fome flight 
Notion \ though my Concern was 
then fb great, that I fcarcely heeded 
him. Not feeing much Blood about 
Corddk) I was in Hopes that he was 
only in a fainting Fit, and might 
recover. I immediately communicated 
my Thoughts to the Gentleman, Who 
was an elderly Man. He fearch'd 
his Wounds, and told me it might be 
fo. 

In a little Time the two other 
Gentlemen return'd, and told me they 
had rais'd the Country jn Purfuit of 
the Robber ; but, at the fame Time, 
that they were afraid he wretoo well 
mounted to be fpeedily Overtaken. 
And indeed their Words prov'd true; 
for he efcap'd this Time, but foon 
after was taken for fome other Kobbery 
and hang'd, before which he confeis'd 
this Fad. 

The 
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The Gentlemen had brought with 
them a Horfe- Litter, in which they 
hid the Body of Gordelio % to convey 
him to' the next Town. But how 
were my Sorrows encreas'd when, on 
our Arrival, they inform'd me he was 
quite dead ! — ~ Words cannot expreft 
the Lamentations I made; nor is it- 
poffible to conceive my Grief, for the 
Lois of my dear Cordetio. The Gen- 
tlemen ftrove to conlble me, and promis'd 
to affift me in any Thing that lay in 

their Power but nothing- could 

give me Comfort. 

• To enhance my Misfortunes, I had 
but Ten Guineas in the World, which 
by great good Luck I had kept in my 
own Pocket ; nor did I know what to 
<fc>, or where to turn me ; And it would 
lie fa vain to exped any Thing from 
Cordelio's Heir (for he had Eight Hun- 
dred Pounds per Jlnnum) as I could not 
£>rove myielf his Wife. 

CHAP. 
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c h a p. v; 

Sophia is greatly ajjliBed at the Death 
of Cordelio. A Per/on dejires to 
/peak with her y <wbo/e Preface' pro- 
digioujly Jbocks her. His Name and 

Bujinefs. . 

MY Sorrow was fo great all 
Night, that I enjoy'd ndt the 
leaft Repofe ; and, in the Morning, I 
was in a violent Fever. It was yet 
early, when a Servant came up and 
told me that a Gentleman defir'd to 
fpcafc with me. As I guefs'd it to be 
one of thofe who had Yefterday us'd 
me fo courteoufly a I defir'd he might 
be ihcwn up j and I found I had not 
been jniftaken, for it was the elderly 
Gentleman who had ftaid with me 
the Day before on the Road. He 
defir'd to know how I did ? To \vhich 
I reply'd, I found myfelf fo ill, that I 
hop'd I fhould never recover it. 

He 
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He told me, I fliould not affii& 
myfelf ib abundantly, for it was the 
Will of Heaven, who had fent this 
Trouble perhaps to try my Patience^ 
and that I fliould bear it like a Chris- 
tian. He then inform'd me, He had 
fent the Body of Cordelio up to Lon- 
don ', to the Perfon who was to fucceed 
him in his Eftate, with an Account 
of his Death, that he might be in- 
terr'd in a Manner fuitable to his 
Quality. 

At length he ask'd me, If I re- 
member'd ever to have feen him ? 
I anfwer'd, That I had a flight Idea 
of him, yet could not tell who he 

was. My Name, fays he, is Potion. 

At this I ftarted. Jlas ! faid I, 

when will my Misfortunes end! . Was 
it not enough that I Jhould lofe my 
dear eft Husband, ^ but I muft alfo fall 
into the Hands of a Wretch $ to whom 
I owe my Ruin ! * 

Here I became fo weak that I 
fainted away. i 

. He 
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He having brought me to myfclf> 
I would have again exclaim'd, had 
, he not prevented me, by begging of 
•A3»e to give him Time to fpeak. Nth 
thing, fays he, ever touch' d me more, 
than the mowing Situation in 'which 
I found you Tejterday ; and I could not 
hut look upon my/elf to he the un- 
happy Caufe of the Pangs I faw you 
then endure : For tW your Trouble 
w as f° great that you did not know 
me, yet I remember d you very well. 
How often, Jince your Flight, has it 
griev'd me to think, that I could 
. blame my/elf as the fatal Caufe of it; 
and that I Jhould be fo foolijh as to 
attempt to revenge me on a woman's 
Weaknefs; who acted the Part Jbe 
did, perhaps, thro* the Violence of her 
Pajjton ? H'>w often fince have I 
wtftid that it might lye in my Power 
to ajfifl her, or fome of her Family, in 
Reparation ft* my Fault j and gracious 
Heaven, knowing the Sincerity of my 
Heart, has at length vouchjafd to 
hear my Prayer, and grant me what 
P / fi 
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J fh earnestly dejir'd. If any me ever 
felt Satis j anion I do it at this Minute y 
in finding an Opportunity of fo happily 
cotnpleating my JVifhes : jind, Madam, 
the better to Jbewyou the Truth of my 
Intentions , be affur'd that whilfi Potion 
lives, you fball never want a Friend. 

Tour dear Leonora has left London r 
in Search of you and your Mother ; and, 
as perhaps you have no one you can 
truly call your Friend, make my Houfe 
your Jfylum. Whilfi I live you fhall 
never Want any Thing that may con- 
tribute toyourSatisfaBion andPleafure y 
in order to at tone for the Wrongs done 
you, thro 9 your Mother, by me. I have- 
aJtiiece, who lives in the Houfe with me, 
and who is no Way difagreeable. With 
her you may Jpend the Time, and enjoy 
the Pleafures of any Diver f on you fancy. 
I (hall leave you to confider what I have 
/aid; and, in two or three Hours, fhall 
call on you to brealfafi with me. Tou 
need be under no Tjneaftnefs on jiccount 
of the other Gentlemen, that were with 
us Tejlerday. . They were Country 

'Squirts, 



I fell m for thefts efCmMW #?$ 
wb$ are this Mowing depwtec} '$&?? 
mrly j# prjke tk&r Jwwty.. -. I <wt 
Again take m Lc«iw> and beg .jwuM 
€W$ofe yourfelf to Sleep ,a litfk, fkryetf 
feem wvh to r£$uw if. 
. On itw he wee* dut »of the .R^kmr, 
*¥rtbov< giving *pe Tide <to #ply. I 
4iow begin $p 4^ft>ewte on vh^t foe 
thad proposal ; aad, as I ho^i \tpoqi 
it *o £>e vQid of Giffio^uja^iofii, $n$l *p 
be uittttfd with tfre^i^ftfidl: S&jceflLty, I 
tfeftM .to acctqtt S Hi tft icaft '4$1 J 
ootid tafce an Qpportvrvty of ^nforawijtg 
vmy Frisn4s of w& Qy^il&n. 

As the y^eiicfce <of *wy >G^ef w^s 
•iowewhftt ^tgdo Sle^^ei^^V 
^a^aei, ^,Lsqpy*d .« gesifc $.«»&£. 
Jn «bout ftwp ffcw* fce tfet&Hs'd; *n$l 
told me, He wa§ ^ad $q fpe j[ :lpofc^ 
lb much better than I had done awfiile 
ago, which made him hope that his 
late Difcouife had in fome Meafure 
proyoA'd) and the Sincerity of his In- 
tentions appear'cL I anfwer'd, That 

were 
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were I fure of the Truth of his De- 
figns I fliould readily agree to his Pro- 
pofals, which were too advantageous 
for * Perfbn in my Grcumftances to 
refafe. By all that is [acred or bind- 
ing in the World, faid he, you may 
belieoe the Truth of what I Jay, and 
trufi in the Sincerity s of my Declara- 
tion : Nor do I, by propofng it, mean 
more than, as well as I can, to 
remedy the Evils you were plunged 
into thro* my Weaknefs. If you cant 
confide in what 1 fay, propofe fome 
fironger Oath to confirm it, and 1 fhall 
readily take it. Well, anfwer'd I, 
Doflor, I can't doubt your Integrity 
dfter this, and now I accept of your 
Propofal ; nor pall I dejire any other 
Security than 'what you haroe already 
given, and fhall hereafter conform my- 
felf to your Meajures. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. Vt 

Sophia arrives in London 'with Dr. 
Potion. Her Reajbns for Jo doing. 
A furprizing Inflame of Ingrati- 
tude. 



WHEN we had breakfafted, a 
Servant inform'd the Do&or, 
that the Chaife he had order'd was 
ready, upon which he conducted me 
into it \ and we arriv'd, after an eafy 
Journey, at his Houfe in London, ft 
was but fmall, yet large enough for 
his Family ; being no more than his 
Niece, two Maid Servants and a Man, 
to which I was now added. He ap- 
pointed me an handfome Chamber, and 
feem'd- to be ftudious of preparing 
every Thing that he thought might ofc 
pleanng to me, or contribute to my 
Entertainment. 

As I knew not where this ftrangc 
Adventure would end, I determined to 

refign 
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refign myfelf to Providence, refblving 
to make myfelf as eafy as I could, 'till 
I had heard from my Mother or Un- 
cle : For I confider'd, That had I re*- 
turned to Venice (which I might have 
done, as theje were Ships frequently 
going thither) before I had clearM my- 
felf fully to them, I might perhaps 
have met with a Reception which I did 
not steferve. My Mather I knew too 
wdH to <expe& a >gaod xrae, aftqr *iy 
Flight and Mamage with my dear Cor~ 
<delio± andsny Undte I was not .as yet 
Sufficiently acquainted .with, to know 
whether he ihad /that real Regard for 
*ne which he taften declared iwe had, and 
which his A&ions feem'd to confirm. 

It was for thefe Reafcms that I en^ 
xteavour'd to content myfelf under' my 
$>refbi£ Circumftances, 'rid! it fiioudd ht 
*he Will of Heaven to alter ray Gon- 
4itfon fortfhe tbetter, ^ 

I enquir'd afta; Leonora ; hut, as the 
Dodor had before inform tdjne, fteihafl 
ieft the City. As for any olftier Ac- 

aintance I had, they were ib &yc, 

and 
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aad whom I had never any gfea* Opi- 
nion of, that I troubfed none of then* ; 
left, conning to the Knowledge of the 

• tottering Situation of my Affairs, a«<f 
my prefent Dependence, they Jhoufc? 
have repub'd me in a Manner too 
fhocking- for a Perfon of my haughty 

. Spirit to bear. 

When Perform art reduc'dl to low 
Circumftances, it has often! been their 
Fate, upon applying to thofe whom 
perhaps they have much oblig'd ;, nay r 
even rais'd to their prefent Stations in 
Life, to be defpis'd and reje&ed. Of 
this I have known . many tnftances ; 
and in particular a very extraordinary 
one, in the Perfon of a certain Noble- 
man, who was ruin'd rather by his 
hofpitable, generous Temper, than any 
Irregularity. - This Gentleman being* re- 
due'd to v£fy indifferent Circumftances,- 
confidering his Rank, apply 'd to bor- 
row a Sum of Money (in order to pur- 
chafe a Poft in the Army) to a Perfon 
who was very rich, and who then drew 

considerable Profit from a Place which 

he 
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he had acquir'd thro' the Intereft of 
this Nobleman, prothifing to repay it 
in a fhort Time ; but was anfwer'd, 
with an unufual Surlinefs, That he 
could not fpare fo much. The Noble- 
man defir'd him to lend him as much 
as he could conveniently fpare : But he 
reply'd, very audacioufly, That he did 
not care to lenck%4oney at all : That 
if he had the good Luck to acquire 
any Thing, he might thank his own 
Induftry and good Behaviour for it ; 
for, had he not deierv'd it, no one 
would have given it him ; therefore to 
none was .he oblig'd, for what he had 
earn'd and pufchas'd with Diligence and 
Care. 

At this the Nobleman left him with 
Indignation, nor ftaid to make a Re- 
ply : But, I have been told, he found 
a Means of feprelenting his Cafe to 
his Royal Mafter, who fet him above 
being again affronted by fuch mean- 
fpirited Wretches, and in whole Favour 
he now defervedly fliines 5 having it 
in his Power to repay the Jngratitude 

s of 
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of this Villain, but his Generality is 
too great to notice it. 

As I refle&ed on the bafe Treat- 
ment this Nobleman met with, from 
one .whofe Obligations to him were 
infinite, it deterr'd me from apply- 
ing to. People who were not in the 
leaft bound to fervc me, farther than 
the common Rules ef Civility requir'd, 
for fear of meeting with worfe Treat- 
ment. 

My Reaibn for making this Digref- 
fion is, left that, without confidering 
itiy abfolute Neceflity, the Reader 
Ihould too raflily cenfure my Conduft 
in regard of Potion. My having but 
Ten Guineas remaining (a fmall Stock 
to one who had liv'd in fo grand a 
Manner as I had done) chiefly induc'd 
me to accept this Propofal ; thinking I 
ftiould. be but coldly received, my real 
Circumftances known, go whither I 
Would, and therefore inapt at the firft 
Bait inconftant Fortune threw in my 
Way: Juft as a Perfon who is almoft 
drown'd, and has little Profpeft of 
Q^ ftving 
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laving his life, lays hold of the flen-» 
dereft Twig to fupport himfelf, 'till 
ferther relicv'd. 



CHAP. VII. 

Potion'* villainous Defigti. Sophia'* 
DifirefS) and the Refolutioh with 
which fie undergoes it. 

Iliv'd a confiderable Time pretty 
quietly in the Do&or's Houfe. The 
only Company I had was Clara^ his 
Niece. She was not a handfome, yet 
a well-bred Girl ; could talk very weli t 
and lov'd Reading. As the Do&or 
had a pretty good Collection of Books, 
we both fpent great Part of our Time; 
in his Study. 

I remain'd as eafy as poffible under- 

my pfefent Circumftances, - patiently 

waiting for the next Change of For* 

* tune j refolving to mtet> with all the 

Courage 
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Courage of an Heroine, whatever Dan- 
ger the ikkie Goddefs fliould next pre- 
sent me : For I look'd on the Quiet* 
nefi I now enjoy'd as no more than a 
Calm, which preceded fome terrible 

Storm And indeed my Sufpicions 

were but too well grounded. 

Oqe Day, after Breakfaft, the Doc- 
tor call'd me into his Clofet, and dif- 
cours'd me awhile j laying before me, 
in the ftrongeft Terms, the Heinouf- 
nefs of the Crime my Mother had re- 
folv'd to perpetrate againft him. He 
Jhen produced a Paper, wherein he 
foew'd me my Name ; which, he in* 
form'd me, was a Warrant againft me, 
for being an Accomplice to my Mo- 
ther's infamous Deiigns. 

Being prepar'd for the worft of 
Events, this did not fo much furprize 
;ne as it otherwife might have done; 
I calmly therefore anfwer'd, My Inno~ 
ccnce was fuffic tent to defend me agaiq/f 
any fuch Accufation. He told me, 
My pretended Innocence would be of 
little Service to me, for he had fuffi- 

cient 
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cient Teftimony to prove my being an 
Accomplice ; and he would have Satis- 
faction from me, fince he could not 
! from my Mother. 

I anfwer'd very refolutely, As I 
% knew I was free from the Crime al- 
1 . ledg'd againft me, his Menaces did not 
I in the leaft afied me. Befides, our 
I Laws were too juft to condemn a Per- 
fon on his bare Accufation : And I was 
fure he could have no other Proof "for 
what he advanc'd, but what himfelf 
pleas'd to affert. As for his having 
Sufficient Teftimony for what he faid, 
that I fear'd not. I did not believe 
any Perlbn, but himfelf, could be fuch 
a mean, fordid Wretch, as to acknow- 
ledge that for a Truth which never had 
a Being, to ferve the Ends- of a bale, 
poor, defigning Fellow, and ruin a 
Woman, who at prefent was diftrefs'd, 
but who never even fought to hurt 
any one living, Na ! it is impojlble. 
I defy the utmofi you can do. fVitb 
the J mall Stock I have remaining^ tho* 
ttnkn&wn and unbefriendedy ¥11 elje- 

where 
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where try my Fortune ; for much ra- 
ther had I jiarve, than ft ay beneath 
the Roof of jo perfidious a Monfier. 

I here made towards the Door, 
but he interpos'd : Nay, hold, fays he, 
/ mufi own your Paffion becomes you 
exceedingly welly ana really it makes 
you look better than you have done 
this good while: But yet I think 
that haughty, affuming Jir, and 
rats' d Tone of Voice, is no Way proper 
for your Benefaflor. It feems then 
you don't remember that I rais'd and 
comforted you, when fuddenly plung 9 d 
in unexpected Poverty. That 1 re- 
deemed you from your Miferies, in- 
troduc'd you into my own Houje, 
and preferred you to my Table; and, 
in Return, I am infulted. Becaufe 
your Mother did not dejign me Wrongs 
enough, you mufi compleat them, as 
well as you can. I expefled to have 
found you at my Feet, imploring For- 
givenefs, and attoning for your Of- 
fences with Tears; but, on the con- 
trary, J am abus'd.—-J would here 

have 
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h*ye fpoken, but he woyl4 n 9t si- 
Ipw me. 

/* /nwp &, fays he, I Jbalt Jkpyour 
ffafie fioner than you imagine* and 
male you talk in a much gentler 
Strain. Saying thus, he knocked 
with his Foot, and. an ill-looking, 
meagre Fellow, whom I had recorded 
to h*va feen working in my Mother's 
Gardens, enter'd the Room.—-— Here. 
FelfotVj fays he, declare what you, 
haw heard pafs between this Woman 
and her Mother concerning me : \J pon 
which the Fellow pofitively afferted, 
That fitting one Morning under 4 
Hedge in the Garden, eating his Break- 
faft, he heard two Women in e^rneft 
piieoqrfe; and one faid to the other. 
Do you really think this Defign 
frafticabU ? 7es> anfVer'd the other, 
you know Potion is a wry eajy- 
temper d Man % when getting, or even - 
expecting to get any Things tho 9 of 
ever f<> little Value. Tou know* by 
Experiences you bend him like a Reed r 
fo that you give him any Thing that's 

good*. 
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good, which he is Jure never to te* 
fufe* Invite him to a Dram after 
Jea y in which you may befort infufi 
the Powdery after the drinking of 
which he can't fail to adore you, and 
mufi marry, to gratify his paffionate 

Inclinations. Jibe cunning Man af* 

firntd that it could not fail of Suc- 
ce/s ; and he is allow* d never to faljify 
his fVord, hut is infallible in his Pre* 
fbriptions. 

This raised my Curhfty, laid he, 
to know who they were • having fime* 
times feen your Honour walking in 
the Garden, and I remember your 
Honour once gave me Six-pence to 
drink : So I got up, and look'd over 
the Hedge as privately and as fiftly 
as I could, to fee who they were that 
were talking. When 1 found it to be 
my Miftrefs and the young Lady her 
Daughter, I did not much heed their 
Difcourfe, for I don't care to meddle 
in other People's Jff'airs $ or y as tte 
faying' is, to dip my Fingers in another 
Man's Porridge: Jill, being difcharg'd 

and 
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and hir'd as an Helper to ypur Ho~ 
nour's Gardener ; Mr. Robert, / told 
him the Story, becaufe I thought it 
wight concern you r , and you were af- 
terwards pleas 9 d to give me 

Enough^ Fellow, fays Potion ; wait 
below. 

Now, Madam, fays he, turning to 

me in a jeering Manner, / hope you 

are fufficiently convinced of my Proofs 

and I believe my Tefiimony, together 

'with this Fellow's, may be taken for 

Truth. Convinc'd! fays I, / am 

too well of your Villainy. 1 would 

' have proceeded, but the Wretch's 
Aflurance fo aftonifli'd me, that I could 
not exprefs myfelf but in Tears. 

He rejoin'd, sifter what you have 
heard, you can't but think I have it 
in my Power to punifh you ; which 
be ajfur'd I pall do with Severity, un- 
lefs you fubmit to the Conditions I 
fhall impofe. Know then, that I ad- 
mir y d your Mother, from thefirfi Time 
fhe acknowledged a Pajfton for me; 
nay, that fo highly, that I dejigrid to 

have 
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hone accepted her Propojals of Mar- 
riage y and determined to have difclos'd 
my Thoughts to her on that wry 
Day when I fortunately found the 
Ingredients prepared for me, and the 
Paper in which was Jet down the 
Manner of adminiflring it, with its 
baleful FJfe&s. 

Here I happily difiovefd a Plot laid 
to make me ever after mifcrable, 
'which plainly pr^d the Motive that 
indued her to avow a Liking to we, 
'Was Gain. In this, you are conjcious, 
you wen a guilty Jffociate. the fn- 
fight this gave me into her real, na- 
tural Inclinations, as well as her 
pre/lent Pvfittre of Jffairs, changed 
my ardent Love into the mofl violent 
Hatred ; and from that Time I re- 
folv'd to punip her in the moft ex- 
emplary Manner, in order to deter 
<otber weak People from ufng the 
fame vile Practices : Butjbc, inform'd 
by fome invifrble Spirit y .always Jjfif- 
4ant to propagate tVkfodnefs, with a 
Cunning andCeUrity unktmw to any 
R hut 
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but a Woman of her Contrivances, 
furprizingly defeated my Intentions. 

It was fome Grief to me, to find 
I had been difappointed ; but when 
I 'knew her to be out of my Power 9 
I fiifled my Rtvenge, 'till fome Op- 
prtunity Jbould prejent itfelf. Jit 
length you luckily fell into my HandSy 
on that Day when your Husband 
was kill'd by Highwaymen. Tou 
were not fo much alter' d, but that 
I ftraight knew you. Tour Mother's 
Vfage coming frefb into my Memory, 
and finding it then in my Power 
to be reveng'd, tho y not on her/elf in 
Per/on, yet on her fecond felf her 
Child y who, to give the greater Gufi 
to my Revenge, was not only featured 
very like her, but even much handfomer, 
I refohSd to execute my Devices. 

fhe better to accomplifb my Dejign, 
I offered you an Jfylum at my Houfe ; 
but nought can exprefs the Joy I 
conceiv'd, in finding your Circumjtances 
oblig'd you to accept the Invitation. 
Knowing I had a Servant whom you 

had 
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had feen, nphofe Depoftion againjl 

you woultit be enough, I firfi defignd 

to have firaight deliver' d you up to 

Jufiice\ but having confiaerd that 

you heme fome Share of Beauty ', and 

Perfonage not to be rejected, I was 

indudd to male you an Offer of the 

fame Terms, on which I was willing 

to agree with your Mother : Only I 

jhall not demand any Money of you y 

becaufe I know you have none to 

Jpare. I Jhall, in Return, give you a 

Bond, which jhall entirely free you 

from all Jpprehenfions of my ever mo- 

lefiing you. Jfter this, you /ball be 

at Liberty to depart whither you 

pleafe; and I Jhall give you Ten Pounds 

to bear your Charges bach to your 

Mother, or elfe you may remain in 

my Houfe, and male the fame life of 

it that you were wont, provided that 

you repeat the Obligation as often as 

I pleafe. But let me tell you once 

again, if you do not peaceably fubmit, 

I (hall give you up to the Rigour of 

the Law, and profecute you with the 

utmoji 
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atmofi Severity ; and my Proofs are 
too glarings ever to allow your coming 
off. 

Barbarous, infulting Wretch I an- 
fwer'd I) have you then the Impudence 
Jo audacioujly to declare your wicked 
Purpofis ! Was it ; only to work my 
Ruin, and render me infamous \ you 
invited me hither ; under the Mask to 
betray me. Was it for this I lifierid 
t(f your artful^ treacherous Dijfmula- 
tion ? Why did I not flop my Ears 
U refirain me from hearkening to. that 
Voice, which, under Pretence of ad* 
minijiring me Comfort <, and delivering 
me from crouding Miferies, fought for 
ever to undo me? Have you then 
no Shame, thus openly to acknowledge 
your Bafenefs ! NoRemorJe! No Stings 
6f Gonfi'mce, for. firmng to wrong an 
innocent Creature in your Power ! 
No Pity for a por, forlorn, helplefs 
Wretch ! Why, alas ! was I referv'd 
for this? Why was I not rather, 
left to Want and pinching Poverty ? 
Better that I had begg'd my Bread 

from 



Sophia Shakefpeaf. 141 

from Door to Door, and fed upon the 
Mar/eh purchased by my Entreaties 
from charitable People* whofe Com- 
pajfton my unhappy Condition might 
have mw'd. Why did 1 not perijbr 
with my unhappy Husband, whofe 
greateji Misfortune was his having 
too much Regard to my ill-fated Beau- 
ty > the Chief of all my Ills, rather 
than have fallen into this Villairis 
Hands ! 

But wherefore fhould I exclaim* 
U was the Will of Heaven that I 
fhould Jurvive> to tafte the Curfe in- 
fixed on thofe who are guilty of 

Difobedience, and it is now fallen 
" heavily upon me. Had I remain 'd 

with my Mother and good Uncle, I 

had never experienced this : Jnd fure, 
for leaving them* I merit the mightieji 

Ills, who am perhaps guilty of th> 

Death of an unfortunate Woman ; 

who j tho 9 fhe had many Failings ', yet 

hvdme tenderly. 
Thefe were the chief Arguments I 

made ufc of to turn him from his 

Purpofe, 
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Jftrpofe, and fave me from the threat- 
ening Danger.' Much more I faid, and 
much did he urge to perfwade me to 
the horrid Fa&, at the Thoughts of 
which mjr very Nature fhudders. Some- 
times I reprefented to him, that the 
Confequence could be nothing lefs than 
the eternal Deftru&ion of us both ; 
and at others I told him, that the 
greateft Villain could not do more 
than offer a Perfbn Refuge, and then 
betray her. Sometimes I entreated 
him in the moft foftening Terms I 
could think of, and then again my 
Fury drove me beyond the Bounds 
of Reafon. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. vm. 

Potion leaves Sophia in his Clo/et y 
under dreadful Jpprehenfions. She 
tries to e/cape, but in vain. Rejblves 
to fiab Potion, jhould he offer Vio- 
lence* A furprizing Accident de- 
livers her out of her Diflrefs. 

HE was deaf to all I could urge 
in my Defence,»and only laugh'd 
at my Paffion. He heard me a good 
while, without interrupting me, and 
at laft went out of the Room; tell- 
ing me, His Bufinefs drew him at 
that Time elfe-where : Befides, my 
Paffion was then a little too violent 
to cxpeft me to liften to Reifon ; but, 
perhaps, I might be cooler when he. 
came again. He charg'd me to con-- 
fider what he had faid; being, at his 
Return, fully determin'd to execute 
one or the other of his Purpofes. 

When 
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When he was gone, I try'd to get 
out; but he had made the Door too 
faft, and! found myfelf depriv'd of all 
likelihood of efcapiag. Upon this I 
fate me down, to coofider what ^ 
Jhould do 3 and at lafi: refclv'd, if 
he peififted, to flab him. For this 
JPurpofc I put a Penknife in my 
Bofom, which I commonly caxry'd in 
my Pocket : After which, I lay down 
on a Couch fbmething quieter than 
before, and chofe out from among 
dome Books which lay in the Room 
Drdincwrt w Death; in which I 
had been reading for feme Time, 
^rtien I heard a Perfon opening, the 
Door. 

The DoAor came in, all in a Sweat, 
muttering to himfelf, whflft he was 
fearching for the Keys of his Prefc; 
he told me, He was not come, as 
•yet, to demand Performance ; but that 
feaviog lent Three Hundred Pounds to 
Six tfbomas Leakland (who was now 
dying) upon his Bond, he muft make 
iiafte to have Judgment enter'd on it 

before 



■~n 
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before his Death, otherwife -he fliould 
lofe his Money. 

He fpoke this fo faft, and Fo con- 
fofedly that I could fcarce underftand 
him j for he feem'd in great Hurry and 
Perplexity. The Bond lay in a great 
Cafe, where he kept his Books, Notes, 
and other Papers of Bufinefs.' . Over 
this Cafe, was a Marble Butt of Galcn^ 
very large and heavy. His Hafte to 
get at the Bond made him forget, after 
he had put the Key in, to turn it j and* 
giving it a great Pull to force it open, 
it fhook the Cafe fo violently, that the 
Marble Buft fell down juft upon the 
Do&or's Head, which fmafh'd it all to 
Pieces \ and he expir'd, without fo much 
as a Groan. 

The Accident fhock'd me fo, that I 
had not Power to call Affiftance ; but 
luckily the 'falling of the Buft alarm'd 
the Servants, and they ran up in great 
Gonfufion. Before any Enquiry could 
be made concerning the Accident, Clara 
ran in ; and feeing the Do&or in that 
S Condition, 
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Condition* immediately fainted in my 
Arms. 

After fome Time, we brought her to 
herfelf. The Perfon who waited for 
the Bond, took the firft Opportunity 
of her Recovery to defire her to look 
for it. As lhe expefted great Part of 
the Do&or's Effeds, fflie immediately 
fearch'd, notwithftanding her Grief, and 
deliver'd the Bond, which prevented 
the Lois of fo large a Sum of Money. 
Nor was it too late, for Sir Thomas 
liv'd two Days after, and the Bond was 
properly fecur'd. 

I could not refled on the Do&or's 
fudden Death without Horror, tho' it 
feem'd to be the Affiftance of Provi- 
dence,* to free me from the defperate 
Condition this old Villain's Artifice had 
plung'd me in. 

The Sunday following the Do&or 
was bury'd,- and the next Day Clara 
fent for an Attorney of her Acquaint- 
ance an<f examined the Will, which flie 
found in the fame Cafe that had occa- 
fion'd the Do&or's Death, where (he 

dilcover'd 
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difcover'd he had dy'd woifh Twenty 
Thoufand Pounds. He had left Four 
Thoufand Pounds to another Niece, 
and Five Thoufand to a diftant Rela- 
tion, who was a Merchant in the Gty ; 
leaving all the reft to her, and herfelf 
fole Executrix. 

About a Week after this, when (he 
was a little fettled, (he defir'd that I 
would not difturb myfelf on Account 
of this Difafter, but remain in her 
Houfe, and (hare her Fortune ; adding, 
That ftie knew no Pdrfbn whom (he to 
affc&ionately regarded, fo that I might 
aflure myfelf of my being very wel- 
come. 

I could not but be much obliged to 
her for this generous Offer ; and, as I 
was now delivered from my Fears, I 
freely accepted it, feeing as yet no 
Means of bettering myfelfc 

I had often wrote to Fenke^ both to 
my Mother and Uncle, reprefenting 
my Cafe to them in the moft moving 
Manner I could, but never received any 
Anfwer, fo that I began to think that 

neither 
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neither carH to heir any more of me. 
My Mother, for the Reafons I have 
before mention'd ; and my Uncle, biafs'd 
by her 5 therefore I fcarcely knew which 
Way to turn me, or what to do, had I 
kft this Houfe. 



CHAP. IX. 

Sophia'* Affairs take a happy Turn. 
Her Uncle -arrives. Their Joy at 
meeting. 

GLARji being a Woman of good 
Senfe, . as well as of extreme good 
Nature, we liv'd very happily toge- 
ther j • and, had the Fortune been my 
own, I could not have liv'd with more 
Eafe, my Commands in the Houfe be- 
ing as much refpec"ted and obey'd as 
tho' given by herfelf : In fhort, I could 
not defire more, for I partook in all 
her Vilits and Diversions. 

At 
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At length it happen'd that we were 
both invited to fee the Solemnity of 
the Coronation of His prefent raoft 
gracious Majefty King G EOR GE II. 
and were plac'd in fuch a Manner that 
we could perceive every Thing that 
was done. When the Ceremony was 
over, we both came Home ; where we 
had been for fomc Time, and were dif- 
courfing of what we had feen, when a 
Servant came and told us, an elderly 
Gentleman enquir'd for me. 

As I could not guefe who it was, I 
defir'd he lhould walk up : But who 
can conceive my Aftoniihment, when I 
beheld my Uncle enter the Rooirf! 
My Joy and Wonder were fo great, 
that I could not fpeak for fome Mi- 
nutes. He catch'd me in his Arms'; 
and, having for fome Time tenderly 
embrae'd me, Have I then, laid he, 
after fo long a Search^ found you 
again ! 

Hero, his Joy was fo great, that he 
could no Way exprefs hinifelf but in 
Tears. 

. Af- 
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After the greateft Signs of a mutual 
Satisfaction, I ask'd him, Wherefore he 
had left Venice? where was my Mo- 
ther ? and to what lucky Accident was 
the prefent happy Interview to be at- 
tributed? Upon which he gave mo# 
the following Account 



G H A P. X. 

/ 

Mr. Wealthy'* Story. 

u npHAT Night we mifs'd you, 
ft 1 we were in the greateft Grief 
u imaginable, not knowing what to 
44 think. The Gondoliers affirm'd, That 
44 they had fecn a Gentleman take you 
ic up, and bear you to an adjacent 
cc Gondolj • But this we knew not 
4t how to believe, becaulc we expe&ed, 
4i as you had no Acquaintance in Ve- 
41 nice.) you would have return'd Home, 
44 after recovering from your Fright. 

"Altho' 
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<c Altho' we made all poifible En- 
u quiry, yet we could get no farther 
u Intelligence concerning you, and there- 
" fore imagin'd you was drown'd ; 'till 
* 4 your Husband's Letter freed us from 
44 our Apprehenfions, tho' not from 
" l4 our Trouble : For tho* that inform'd 
u us you were alive, we look'd upon 
" you as dead, fincc loft to us. 

" Your Mother us'd to rail againft 
<c you and your Husband, whenever 
44 you were ipoken of, tho' flie feem'd 
u to be griev'd for your leaving her. 
44 She took no Delight in any Com- 
44 pany, but fuch a Liking to ibme 
44 lweet Italian Wjne, which I had in 
4t the Houfc, that flie often render'd 
44 herfelf unfit to be feen. I lpoke to 
4C her of it two or three Times, and re- 
4i prefented the Diforder it put her 
" into, at which Ihe ieem'd greatly 
44 offended. 

a Upon this I refohr'd to fay no 
44 more to her, tho' it griev'd me to 
" the Soul to fee her thus, as I bad 
44 promis'd, at her firft coming, to ler 

" hja: 
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44 her have her Defires in any Thing : 
44 But fhe at laft grew fo fond it, that 
44 fhe kept herfelf almoft always in- 
** toxicated, and would not keep her 

* Chamber, but walk about the Houfe 
44 in that Condition, where fee was 
44 often derided by my Servants ; feve- . 
tt ral of whom, for this Realbn, I turn'd 
44 away. 

u I laid this before her, when I 
u found a fbber Interval, but it was 
44 to no Purpofe. She took my friend- 
44 ly Advice in a wrong Manner ; for 
44 fhe look'd vpon it that I reprov'd 
44 her becaufe I was weary of her, and 

* that fhe was now grown burdenfome 
u to me, fo that fhe was very often 
44 in an infenfible Condition ; and it 
44 foon got lb much the better of her, 
ct that it threw her into a Fever, which' 
u ended her Life. 

" Upon her Death-Bed ihe blefs'd 
14 her Sophia j and declar'd fhe had great- 
44 ly wrong'd you, for which fhe was 
14 extremely forry : At the fame Time 
" pulling this Diamond Ring off her 

44 Finger, 
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" Finger, clapt it on mine, charging 
u me to deliver it to you, as a Token 
u of her laft good Wifhes, if ever it 
" fliould be my Chance to meet with 
" you ; which I promis'd to do, and 
u which here I do, according to my 
u Proinife and her dying Will, reftore 
u to you, I have worn it ever fince, 
u in order to reftore it to you the 
" firft Opportunity, and it was the 
u only valuable Thing (he left. 

" I was indeed very lorry for her 
" Death j . and, having no Children 
" myfelf, I refoiv'd to make it my 
u Bufinefs to fearch for you. For 
" this Purpofe I fold my Stock, and 
u went to Geneva* I enquird ift 
" that Church, wherein your Huff- 
Ci band's Letter inform'd us you werfe 
<c marry 'd, yet could hear no more 
u of you, than that fuch Pcribns had 
<4 been marry'd there, about a Year 
ic and a Half before; but whirher 
^ they were gone, no one could in- 
* form me : However, I took a Copy 
* 4 of the Certificate, together with tltfc 
T " Attentions 



154 Tl° e Hiflory of 
« Atteftations of the Prieft, Clerk, 
u and proper Officers; not knowing 
u but they might be of Service here- 
a after, as you were marry *d in a 
" foreign Country* 

" A little after I embark'd in a Ship 
u of my own, which I had fireight- 
" ed and appointed to meet me at 
« Lyons, and fail'd dire&ly for England. 
" Having fold my Ship and Cargo to 
u good Advantage, I made it my 
a Bufinefi to enquire every where 
u for you, both by your own and 
" your Husband's Name, but could 
" hear nothing of you : Only in 
u one Place I was told, That a Gen- 
a tleman of the fame Name had been 
" robb'd and murdered by Villains, 
H. ibme Time fince ; but whether or 
" no he had been marry 'd they could 
u not inform me, fo that this only 
" ferv'd to embarafs me the more. 

u I now began to give up all 
" Hopes of finding you, fince my 
" Search was to no Purpofe. Upon 
" meeting with a Peribn whom I 

" knew 
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<c knew to be a Man both of Senfc 
" and Difcretion, we having been 
" formerly very intimate, I pitch'd on 
" him for a Companion, to which he 
u wa? eafily indue'd by the Lownels 
u of his prefent Circumftances ; for it 
u would- have been ibmething hard 
" for me, who had been always us'd 
<c to a publick Life, to be at once 
u deprived of all Convention: And 
" I own, I look'd upon it to be the 
" greateft Gift Fortune could beftow, 
" next ' to the reftoring my Sophia, 
u to point me out fo good a Friend. 
u He had, in the Beginning of his 
c * life; beep left Heir to Four Hun- 
" dred Pounds a Year; of which, 
" having travclTd through moftCquri- 
a tries in Europe, he ibid the greateft 
u Part, and laid it out in Merchan- 
c< dife ; but, meeting with many Mis- 
a fortunes, was redue'd very low. 

" I afterwards purchased an Eftate, 
i4 near Greemvkh, of Eight Hundred 
" Pounds per Annum, and have built 
u a little Houfej wherein, with my 

" Friend, 
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" Friend, I refolv'd to have fpent 
u the Remainder of my Life in Retire- 
c * ment, fuch a Kind of Life being 
u as agreeabfe to him as to me. 

w Upon the Deceafe of his late glori- 
<c ous Majefty, we were induc'd to come 
u to Town, in order to behold the 
** auguft Solemnity of his prefent gra- 
u cious Majefty's Coronation, and hir'd 
a one of the moft convenient Seats I 
4i could get : But I had not been long 
<r feated when I was furpriz'd by the 
11 Appearance of two Ladies, who took 
" their Places in a Seat near me, of 
ic whom you was* one. 

" I at firft could icarcely believe 
a my Eyes: But the Pleafure I con- 
u ceiv'd, after having attentively con- 
a fider'd you', in affuring myfelf you 
44 was my long-loft Sopkia, is inexprei- 
44 fible. I was fo taken up with look- 
44 ing on you, that I faw but littfe 
44 of the Solemnity j which employ 'd 
u your Attention too clofely, to allbw 
44 you to notice- me. 

a WheH 
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" When it was finifh'd, I plac'd 
a myfclf as near you as poflible ; and, 
" obferving your Livery, I order'd 
" my Servant to follow you, which* 
" he did, and returned to inform me 
Ci where he had left you. I then 
" haften d to the Coffee-Houfe near 
" the End of the Street, where I en- 
" quir'd whofe Houfe it was, but was 
" aftonifii'd to find it bclong'd to Po~ 
Ci tton. I was much terrify'd, when 
" they informed me of the Manner of 
" his Death ; but was too impatient 
« to fee my deareft Sophia, to ftay to 
a fpend Time upon Refle&ions : I 
" made what Hafte I could to blefs 
" myfelf with the Sight of one, whc* 
H is the deareft Peribn left me in 
u this World, and ^Vhich was the only 
u Thing wanting to render my Hap- 
* piiDefs eompleat." 

CHAP- 



158 The Hifiory of 



CHAP. XL 

Sophia is extreamly happy. Receives 
a Letter from Leonora. Mr. Worthy 
brings a Gentleman^ wbo/e Pre/ence 
gives Sophia an agreeable Surprize. 

MY Uncle having thus far fatis- 
fy'd my Curiofity, again ar- 
dently embrac'd me, with Tears in 
bis Eyes. I then ask'd him, Why 
he was fo unkind as not to anfwer 
the Letters I fent him? But he a£* 
fur'd me, That he had receiv'd none, 
but that fent by Cardelio. 

I then order'd a Collation, and fbme 
Wine; wherewith having refrefti'd 
himfelf, he begged me to inform him 
what had befallen me fince he had 
fccn me, and what lucky Turn of 
Fortune had thrown me into the Com- 
pany of that agreeable Lady. 

On this I repeated my Adventure^ 
fince the Time I had left Venice* tp 
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that happy Minute 5 not forgetting 
Potion's Villainy, nor the Sweetnels and 
Good-nature of his Niece Clara. He 
was charm'd with her Goodnds ; and 
told her, He ftiould always ac- 
knowledge it as done to himfelf : For 
that he regarded me as well as he 
fhould have done his own Child, were 
flie now alive. 

He would ^ have taken a Houfe in 
Town, but the Chambers the Dodor 
had us'd being ftill empty, Clara 
begg'd him to accept of them, there 
being Room enough both for him and 
the other Gentleman j which he did* 
after fome Entreaty. 

Fortune now feem'd to take Plea- 
fure in delighting me, and look'd as . 
if ftie had refolv'd to make me Amends 
for all the Misfortunes I had ran thro' : 
For while I was warm with the Sa- 
tisfadion of my Uncle's Return, the 
following Letter was brought me by 
a Footman from Leonora ; whole Abr 
fence had made me refign all Hopes 



j6o The Hiflory of 

of ever feeing, or hearing from her 
again. 

Dear Sophia, 

COON after you went in Search of 
** your Mother and Uncle, I fell into 
a Lownejs of Spirits ; and a deep 
Melancholly encreafng on me, my 
Friends began to apprehend fome had 
Confequences wou'd follow, if I did 
not take fome Jpeedy Method of Jbaking 
it off. With much Perjwafon, I 
agreed to try if following the publick 
Jimufements wotfd relieve me. I 
dre/Pd, and pone forth at the Operas, 
Balls, Plays, and all other Places, 
that the Toung, Gay, and Unthinking 
refort to. Thefe Meetings reliev'd me 
for the Ttme, but did not cure me, for 
my private Hours were as before. 
My Mind was full if idle Fancies, 
horrible Images, and frightful Dreams, 
which fill kept me a Stranger to 
^Repofe. 

While I labour' d under this Melan- 
fholly, a Lady of my Acquaintance 

and 
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arid her Brother came to take their 
Leave of me, being to fet out for 
Paris in two Days. j4s we had 
been pretty intimate^ our parting be- 
gan to be tender ; wben 3 of a fuddey, 
it Jiruck into my Head, That as this 
Lady and her mother were People of 
a pleafant Dijpojtion, it woud change, 
if I bore them Company, the Sadnejs 
of mine. I begg'd they would let me 
go with them, and they were pleas' d 
with the Requeft. Every Thing was 
fettled, and we fet out for Dover in 
three Days. We waited there Joms 
7tme for a Wind; hut the Time did 
not pafs tedious, for the Gaiety of my 
CompUny gave me more Pleajure than 
I had felt for fame Months paft. Our 
Intimacy encreas'd every Day, 'till at 
lafi I could perceive the young Gentle- 
man, whom I will calf Riot, had a 
farther Liking for me than what 
Friendjbip infpires. 

IVe had. not been long in Paris, be- 
fore he made a full Declaration of 
his Pajfton for me : But, alas I my 
U d<ar 
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dear. Sophia, be was too late. I bad 
already fixt upon a young Officer in 
the Gens des Arms. He caught my 
FyeSj and my Heart approved their 
Choke. 

As we bad daily Opportunities of 
converfingy he as foon di/coverd my 
Inclinations, as I bad done Mr. Riot'.?-— 
nor was Riot infenjible of his RivaPs 

mare prevailing Accomplifhments. 

My Negletf of him r fit him upon Re- 
venge^ but fucb as fure a Man of 
Honour never could be infpir'd wit/x 
He deluded me to a private Part of 
em of the public^ Gardens } and there 
attempted a Violence that Modefiy t could 
not but refent. 

Luckily y for my Prefervatian, my 
Officer had follow 9 d us at a Difiance 
into this Retreat ; and, hearing me 
cry outy came to my Refcue* 1 pre- 
vail' d, but not without great Dif- 
ficulty , with my two Lovers to let this 
Matter drop in Silence ; telling Riot, 
/ freely forgave the Violence he had 
qfer'd, and if Lafeu (fucb was my 

Lovers 
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Lover's Name) would not refent it, I 
would immediately make him, at the 
next Church, Mafter of my Per/on, as 
he had from the firfi Sight been 
Ruler of my Heart* 

Ttjis Propofal had its dejir'd Ejfeff. 
I kept my fVord % have liv'd happy 
with the befi of Husbands ever Jince* 
and am now come to England with 
him\ where nothing can add to my 
Satisfaction, but the feeing my dear 
Sophia, and happy as , 

Leonora Lafeu* 

This Letter pleas'd me extreamly; 
and I fent a folemn Injun&ion to 
Leonora and her Husband, to dine 
with me the next Day, or the Day- 
following at fartheft. 

My Uncle retir'd to his Lodgings 
for that Night, and returned the ne*t 
Morning in a Hackney Coach with 
his Trunks and Portmanteaus, together 
with his Companion : And I was agree- 
ably furprifc'd to find it was Nicander ; 
whom, tho' he was much alter'd, I ftiU 

knew 
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knew very well. He exprefi'd a great 
deal of Pleafure in feeing me fb well, 
and for my Part I was extreamly glad 
to fee him. 

As our Gonverfation a good deal 
turn'd upon the various Scenes of life 
we had ran thro', I begg'd Nicander, 
•whom I had not fcen for fome Years, 
to let us know what Fortune had be- 
fel him, fince my dear Cordelio and he 
were Friends. — — He confented, and 
began as follows. 

"■^ m^^—~ r— — ■■ 1.11 ' — ^»— » 

C H A P, XII. 

Nicander\r Story. 

arm \TTO\5 may remember, Madam, 
" A my worthy Friend, and your 
" unfortunate Husband Cordelio y told 
" you, that Evening he providentially 
" iav'd my Life from the Ruffians, thfe 
« friendly Caution I g&ve him, cpn- 

" cerning 
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u ccrning an infamous Woman he had 
44 got acquainted with, when we were 
44 in Florence togd:hetf ; from thence, I 
44 believe, I muft begin my Hiftory. 

44 A few Hours after I had parted 
44 with CordeltOy and warn'd him of the 
44 Danger he was plunging in, my Ser- 
44 vant came to me in a great Hurry, 
44 and begg'd I would t,xkc care of 
44 myfelf, for fome Villains had a De- 
44 fign that Night to murder me. I 
44 was greatly alarm'd at this unexped- 
44 ed News, well knowing I had not 
44 been guilty of Wrong to any Body, 
44 that ftiould provoke them to fo in-' 
44 human an Aftion. 

44 The Fellow infilled upon the 
44 Truth of his AfTertion ; and told me, 
44 That as he flood at the Inn, a little 
44 within the Stable Door, he heard 
44 two Men venting horrid Execrations 
44 againft fome Peifons, which excited 
44 his Curiofity ; and that he got be- 
44 . hind the Door, and heard good Part 
44 of their Difcourfe. The fir it Words 
44 he heard were, Confound the Villain, A 

44 k. 



u 



a 



%66 TJje Hifiory of 

* be has blown up all our Scheme* I 
<c over-beard him jufi new cautioning 

* Gordelio, giving our Mifirefs Juch 
u an infamous Character \ as mufi 

needs put kirn upon Enquiries* and 
we Jball never have an Opportunity 

of rifling him^ But (reply *d the 

other, with a dreadful Oath) I'll be 
u reveng'd upon his Friend^ Nicander, 
a / think he's call'd. Til teach him 
u to interfere in other Mens Jffairs. 
a If you'll fiand by me, this Night 
"we'll meet him behind the Abby 
u JVdll, and cut him into Atoms. 
a The other readily agreed to the 
u Murder, and they parted. — — My 
<c dear Majter> (continu'd the Servant) 
€€ leave the fown this Night) for thefe 
" barbarous Villains are always 
" punctual in Mifchief and will cer- 
" tainly execute their wicked De- 
"fgns. 

" I* knew too well the Nature of 
<c thole Bravoes, not to approve of my 
" Servant's Advice. I order'd ham to 
" fly to Cordelia, let htm know what 
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* he had heard, and perfwade him to 
" go off with me that Evening, left 
<f when they mifs'd me they fhould 
6q feek their Revenge on him. 

u The Servant went to every Place, 
ft publick and private, where Cordelio 
" us'd to frequent, but without meet- 
" ing him. This Difappointment gave 
" me great Uneafinefi ; but as my own 
" Life was at Stake, I was oblig'd to 

* decamp without any farther Search 
4C after Cordelio> only I left two Let- 
u ters for. him at two different Cofiee- 
H Houfes, where he was moft likely 
w to meet with them. 

" We mounted our Horfes about 
" Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, and 
" before ^Nine arrived at Pi/a ; where 
41 being out of the Reach of thofe 
" Villains, I recolle&ed my Spirits r 
" and fat down with more Eafe than 
u I had done ever fince my Servant ac- 
« quainted me of thefe Murderers De- 
u fign. 

u During my Stay in this Town, 
" I fell in Love with a Lady, whole * 
c " Name 
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u Name was Louifa. She had been 
u Wife to a rich Merchant, who dj'd 
u in the firft Year of his Marriage, 
u and left her a handlbme Fortune. 
a She was about Eight and Twenty, 
" vcr y graceful in her Perfon, and of 
u an Underftanding fuperior to moft 
u of her Sex. I let her know my 
" Inclinations, and fee did not feem 
u difpleas'd. We had many Con- 
" verfations together, and at laft I 
" ask'd the ultimate Queftion, Whether 
a fee approved of me enough to make 
" me. her Husband. She refus'd an 
"\ immediate Anfwer, and defir'd a 
u few Days for Confederation. 

" I thought the Time went very 
" flowly ; for I was really fo fond 
u of her, that all my future Happinefi 
" feem'd to depend upon her Re- 
" iblution. In three Days after fee 
" fent me a Letter with thefe Words, 
" which I feall remember as long as 
" I live, they being the.Caufe of an 
" Aftion Imuft for ever repent. 

" JS 
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* AS my Brother \ by my Hus- 
« ** bantfs Will, has fom? Power 
" over my Fortune^ I cant think of 
"fettling for Life without his Con- 
H Jent. Gain that, and you need nof 
" dejjtair of the good Wijhes of 

" Loui£4> 

" This ready Confent of the dear 
a Louifa gpve me Tranfports inex-r 
" preflible; nor did I dqubt but hqr 
" Brother's would come as eafily : But, 

" alas ! how was I dec^iv'd ? «• 

" When I tnention'd the Affair tp 
" Don Perez (that was his .Name) 
" with a ftern Survey of me, and 3, 
" long Paufe; he reply'd, No, Sir, 
" I don't like the PropofaL I have 
" given my Promife to Henriquez, 
" and mujt not recal it : Don Perez 
" is a Man of Honour. I would have 
u argu'd with him, but he turn'd 
u upon his Heel, and declined all fer- 
" ther Conversion. 

X " This 
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a This unexpe&ed Rebuff ftung me 
u to the Soul. I thought I fliould 
u have gone mad; and, to add to 
44 my Diftrefs, I could not by any 
" Means obtain a Meeting with Lout/a y 
" nor get a Letter to her. She 
" never appeared in Publick, either at 
u Church or the Opera; from which 
" I concluded, That upon her Bro- 
" ther's telling her my Offer, fhe had 
<c ihewn lome Inclination to me, and 
cc he had lock'd her up, to break off 
u our Cbrrefpondence. 

" I continu'd in this Dilemma for up- 
<c wards of a Month ; when walking 
"one Day under the Piazza of the 
u great Church, I faw Don Perez, 
" and an odd foppifh Kind of a 
" Man with him. I look'd upon 
cc this to be the happy Henriquez, 
ic for whom my dear Louifa was de- 
« fign'd. 

" As I pafs'd by, I heard Don 
." Perez fay, Tbafs the Fellow that 
" would have difgrae'd my Family \ 
* by marrying my Sifter : At which 

41 the 
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: " the other let up a loud Laugh. I 
I " turn'd fliort upon him; and ask'd 
44 him, If there was any Thing fo 
44 ridiculous in me, that fhould ocea- 
44 fion that unmannerly Mirth. — 
" Don Perez reply'd, in his ufual 
" rough Manner, // is natural to laugh f 

44 when Fools pafs by. Henrique* 

14 renew'd his Mirth. 1 ask'd Don 

44 Perez y If I was the Fool he meant— 
44 Certainly y reply'd Henriquez, with 

44 another great Laugh. / thank 

44 you j Sir j arifwer'd I, for your In~ 
"formation , and thus I pay you for 
44 it. Saying thcfc Words, I ftruck 

44 his Hat off. Our Swords were 

" immediately out, but the People 
" going to Church rufh'd in and 
" parted us. Some Friends took them 
u away, and I return'd to my 
<c Lodgings. 
" In the Evening, I feceir'd a Note 
* to this Purpofc : 

44 rou 
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u TTOU haw done an Mitifi that 

H * a Man of my Family and Honour 
| * auit paji over- — / defr4 to fee 

"you in the Walk behind the New 
| a College Wall To-morrow Mormn& 

iC at Six. 

" Henriqubz. 

« P,S> IJb&llbe aUne. 

a At the Time fliention'd, I took 
f< my Sword and Piftols and went to 
" the Place appointed. — — When I 
Ci firft came, I cbuld - not lee my 
" Antagonift; mtfl began to think he 
*' had either repented*, over*flept his 
u Time, or been prevented by Ibme 
" of his Friends; And indeed I muft 
u confefs, I fhottld have been glad of 
" any Occafion that might have pre- 
u rented our Engagentent ; for I 
" trembled more at the Ap'prehenficm 
" of fpilling another's Blood, than at 
u lofing my own. But Cuftom will 
" tyrannize, and Honour muft be 

41 ^"nntain'd, 
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€< maintain'd, tho' at the Expence of 
u Confidence. 

<c While I was refle&ing upon thefc 
€i unnatural Decifions, a Piftol fir'd, 
" and the Ball went through my Hat 
u I turn'd haftily round, and faw 
44 Henrique* fpringing from behind 
44 an old Buttrefc or the Colledge, with 
44 another Piftol ready to difcharge at 
4t me, which, before I could get up 
44 to him, he did; but, by the Di- 
" reftion pf Providence, it mifs'd me. 
4i Enrag'd at this cowardly Proceed- 
44 ing, without fpeaking one Word, 
41 I ran up, and (hot him dead upon the 
" Spot. 

44 I hod a Horfe ready waiting at 
14 a little Diftance from the Place, and 
" my faithful Servant with him. Soon 
u as I recolk&ed, I made the beft of 
44 my Way to the Sea-Side } where I 
44 hk'd a Veffel, and got fafe into 
44 Franc*. 



CHAP 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Continuation ^Nicander'j Stray • 



a *\ JjTY Mind was now tormented 
44 J\JL beyond the Power of Man 
u to, bear. This Murder, (for I could 
"call it no other, tho' authored by 
a daily Example) lay heavy on me; 
" all my Hopes were expir'd of ever 
" feeing Louija more, and every Com- 
" fort loft in my confli&ing Paffions, 
<c which feem'd to threaten Horror 
" and . Diftra&ion. 

u I lock/d myfelf up, gave Way to 
" Melancholly and Delpair; and had 
"expir'd fo, had it not been for an 
cc old Fryar, whom I was acquainted 
€i with in my former Travels. This 
<c good Man, hearing I was arriv'd, 
" came to me. I told him my Situa- 
*' tion, laid open my wfidle Heart 
« to him, and the dreadful Effeds 

" my 
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" my Folly and Rafhneis had .pro* 
« duc'd. 

" This worthy Fryar gently re- 
a prov'd, and warmly comforted me. 
u He urg'd, That no Law could 
a call what I had done Murder, finoe 
a it was no more than Self-Defence ; 
" and, in that Cafe, he look'd upon 
" bafely yielding up my own Life 
" more criminal, than taking the 
" Life of him who had determin'd 
" my Death, Many foothing Argu- 
" ments he us'd, and concluded with 
" an Exhortation to Prayer and Pcni- 
" tence ; and to fubmit mylelf entirely 
4C to the Mercy of that all-forgiving 
u Power, whole Wifdom, as his Good- 
cc nefs, is infinite. 

" I muft cdnfefs his Reaibns had 
" fo good an EfFeft upon mc, that 
" I began to revive, and look upon 
" that Gloom of Horror I had fo 
" long been bury'd in, like a Drcafti 
" the Morning Licht had diHipsrted. 
" Religioft banifh'd Defpair, and tht 
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u Hopes of Divine Mercy brought 
" Peace and Happineis. 

" This good Man's Converfation was 

* ib agreeable to mc, that I never law 
H him but I felt an unufoal Pleafore ; 
" and had fome Thoughts of ending 
" my Days in France^ that I might 
H not lote fo comfortable a Friend. 

* As 'my Mind grew eorapos'd, the 
4i Thoughts of Lout/a grew more and 
u more predominant: And I at laft 
li fixt upon a Prqje&, that, if her 
u Love refembled mine, would cer- 

* tainly bring us once more together, 
u and that for life ; which was, To 

* fend a Stranger to Pija, with a Let- 
44 ter for Loui/a, whofe Purport Chould 
" be no more than juft to let her 
" know where I was; or, if the 
46 Meffenger could not fee her at a 
H proper Place to deliver the Letter, 
£i to get near her at Church, or any 
u other publick Place, and whifper by 
" her — Nicander is at Marfeilles. — 
u Either of thefe Things done, the 

* Letter 
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u Letter deliver'd, or the Words fpoken, 
M he ftiould return immediately. 

" I communicated my Defign to the 
" Fryir, for I now did nothing with- 
* out his Advice. He not only ap- 
" prov'd it, but provided me a trufty 
" Man for the Mc {fencer ; wifhing, 
u at the fame Time, that he might 
" live to have the Pleafure of joining 
u our Hands. 

" 'Tis not eafy to conceive the 
u anxious Hours that pafs'd, between 
" the fetting out of the Meffenger 
" and his return. They would have 
" been infupportable, had not tny 
" holy Friend mitigated their Torments 
" by his Converfation. 

" When the Meffenger return'd, O 
u how impatient was I to heat Mm, 
" and yet how much afraid ! But, 
" encourag'd by my Friend the Fryar, 
" I begg'd he would truly relate what 
" had happen'd, without adding a 
" Word to pleafe, or a Circumftance 
" to torment me. 

Y « This, 
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" Tlhis, faid the Meffenger, is the 

" Truth The firfi Day I (pent in 

"finding out whether Louifa was 
" marry' d y as your Tears fuggejted, 
" but found to the contrary \ whether 
"Jbe went frequently Abroad to Di- 
a vine Service, was anfwer'd in the 
cc JHfirmative, and told the Church 
u foe went to every Morning : But I 
a never mention' d LouifaV Name, but 
u the Murder of Henriquez was im- 
" mediately related; and, upon en± 
u quiring into the Particulars, all 
u agreed he was bafely pot by a 
" Stranger, who is Jince fled, tfhis 
" general Report made me diflrufi my 
c< Succefs with Louifa j however, as J 
u had promts' d, Jo I refolv'd to fpeak 
u to her, for I found it would be 
<c dangerous to attempt fending the 
14 Letter. . 

" Next Morning I watch' d her to 
€i Church, follow d her in y and knelt 
ic down by her ; and, under Pretence 
u of looking over her Book, put my 
"-Mouth clofe to her Ear, and faid, 

« NICANDER 
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« NICANDER is now at Mar- 

" seules, in France. Vpn the 

" Sound Jbe fearted, and her Cheeks 
ft. " M their Colour in a Moment ; Jo 

* * Judden and lb vijble was the AU 
' « teration y that I was afraid her 
I M Concern would have made fame Dif- 
f " covery: But jbe kept her Place, 

* " and her Concern was only vijble 

f " in her Face. / kept my Pofiure ; 

' " and, after a little Time, foe reply' d 
1 " in the fame Tone I had Jpoke — -— 

1 " He is a Murderer. / heard, 

1 " but delay 'd my Anjwer for feme 

" Moments Then, in the former 

w Manner, faid, Virtuous, 

" Brave and Honest. IVe rofe, 

il as the Service directed, and Jbe made 
'* no Reply-, but, when we knelt 
11 again Jbe faid If he 

u COULD PROVE THAT, I AM HAP- 

" py. 

" Here I interrupted him ; laying, 
" And did not you immediately tell 
u all the Story, from firji to lajl, as 
"you have heard me relate ill — ■■ 

" Soft, 
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" toft* young 8on y feys the Frjrar, 
a recolleB what Time he had to tell 
u a Story. — — Go on, continu'd he 

a to the Meffenger Who then 

iC proceeded thus. 

* u I anfwer'd Give him ai* 

« c Opportunity, and he can ■ 

" Let him see or hear from 

a you. Service was now ending ; 

« and,asjbe roJe ? I gam her your Let- 
€i ter, andjbefaid-—--\\i< send. 

" This is all I have done all I 

4C could do andy for the reft, 

" Louife mttfi contrive it* If foe 

u loves j Jbe won't want lrroention\ if 
a not j you mufi be contented with her 
" Silence, and think no more of her. 

14 This Meffage, tho' doubtful, was 
* c rather inclin'd to the Tender than 

* the Cruel : Yet Lovers generally fup* 
*' pofe the worft, and this was my 
" Cafe; for I imagin'd flie believ'd, 
" with the reft of the People, chat 
iC I had bafely mufder'd Henriquez; 
41 and, to confirm that Opinion, her 
" own Words expreft'd as much. 

" But 
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" But then flie kindly wifh'd n>e 

<c innocent There Hope appear'd 

€C again. My own perplext Brain 

cc could not re&lve on Hope or De- 
" foair; but my Friend laught at my 
" Doubts, and read the Meffage as a 

" certain Proof of Loui/a's Love 

u Adding, with great Pleafure, Jfjbe 
" loves Jo well as I thinly it is not 
u Locks or Bars can keep her from 
" you. 

" Two Months I waited with all the 
u Impatience of a longing Lover but 
u heard no News, in which Time I was 
C J fore'd to take up Money upon my 
" Eftate; which was before mortgag'd 
" for above Half its Worth, in order 
" to purchale Merchandife. The Ship 
" in which I had fent my EfFe&s, to 
ic my very great Lois, was caft away ; 
" and the Captain, who was my par- 
" ticular Friend, and moft of the 

€i Sailors perifh'd. 1 was not infcnfi- 

" ble of my Folly in taking up more 
€i Mpney, but was refolv'd to continue 

* 4 at 
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* at Marseilles a confiderable Time, 
a in Hopes of feeing the dear Loui/a. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Conclufion of Nicander'J Story. 



a /"\NE Day, as the friendly Fryar 
u Vl/ and I were at our Study, a 
16 Servant came and told me, a Gentle- 
u man juft arriv'd defir'd to fpeak with 

44 me^at an adjacent Inn. 1 was 

" furpriz'd to hear of a Stranger's en- 
* quiring for me, as very few People 
u knew where I was. I would have 
" evaded going, but the Fryar infifted 
a upon it. I told him my Fears, That 
u it might be lome Peribn from Perez, 
" or from Henriquez ;'s Family, either 
" to endeavour to force me back to 
u Pijhj or take a fudden defperate Re- 
u venge upon me. — ~ He encouraged 

" me 
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* me ftill ; and, to put an End to my 
u Fears, laid, He would go with me, 
ic and ftiould any fuch Attempt be 
" made as I had apprehended, he had 
ic Power enough to prevent the Execu- 
" tionofit. 

" We went together, and was con- 
" dufted into a Room, where we found 
" a young Cavalier in a Riding-Drefc ; 
" who, upon our Entrance, rofe up 
" and faluted us. We fat down, and 
" a generaL Silence enfu'd. I was not 
a much furpriz'd at this Behaviour, 
" fince I imagined the Fjyar's Preience, 
u as his Bufinefi was with me, pre- 
" vented his difcovering it ; and there- 
" fore nodded to the Fryar, who took 
a the Hint, and went out. 

" When he was gone, I civilly ask'd 
u the Stranger his Bufinels with me, 
u He reply'd, Sir> if your Name be 
iC Nicander, / am come in Behalf of a 
"fair Lady, 'who has told me you 
" have made feme Overtures of toar- 
" riage to her — Her Name is Louifa. 
" ——She promised to confidcr of your 

k% PropfaL 
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u Propofal. She has done Jo ; and^ as 
" I am nearly related to her y Jhe has 
tt fixt on me to bring you her Re/blu- 
a tion, and there it is. 

u Here he gave me a Letter ; which, 
" with Fear and Trembling I open'd, 
u and read, to my great Surprize, this 
44 fliort Couplet : 

" JfLove can Jee y 
" uhen look on me. 

u Louisa. 

" My Wonder was fo great, at the 
u unexpected Contents of the Letter, 
a that I almoft loft my Senfes, "till at 
iC length I was enough recoyer'd to 
u look up to the Obje& that prefented 
" it ; when, to my Aftortifhment, I 
" faw it was Lmija herfelf (for lhe 
" had, while I was reading, took off 
tf her Riding-Cap) who had made ufe 
u of this innocent Artifice to make her 
" Vifit more agreeable. I flew in 

* Rapture to her- kneel'd, kifs'd 

u her Hand, and made ufe of all the 

4i Thanks 
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; ; a* u Thanks and Adoration* Love, fur- 

r, Jt " prized inro fudden Extacy, could di- 

r'& " vine. My Ltmifa too feem'd plcas'd 

" with my Tranfporrs, and gave me 

; i a Tokens of unalterable Love. 

Jqr u When our fifft Extacies were over, 

T3L u I began, according to her laft Injunc- 

u tion, which my Meflenger brought 

44 me, to clear myfelf of the Murder 

cc of Henriquez : But flie ftopt me 

41 fliort ; faying, Had 1 not been well 

:i « fatisfy'd in that Jffair^ you had 

u never feen me here. -bong have 

r " you laboured under the Character of 

s " being hafe and cowardly \ but Hen- 

\\ u riquez'j Servant has corwine'd the 

" fVorld of the contrary. Ife was 

1 u conceal 9 d with his Majter, and was 

" to ajffifl in the villainous Dejign upon 

\ "your Life, but had too much Hu- 

u manity ; and has Jince confefs'd 

44 what his Mafter did, and what he 

a would have had him Jeconded. 

44 Our Conversation was fo agree- 
" able, our Happineis fo great, and our 
w Love fo extravagant, that I quite 

Z u forgot 
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4< . forgot my Friend, the Fryar ; who, 
44 wondering at my Stay with a„Stran- 
4t ger, came in abruptly to know the 
44 Reaibn. 

44 Upon his Entrance, I begg'd that 
44 worthy Man might put it beyond 
44 the Power of Fortune to divide ub 
44 more. / content > laid Louifa y but 
44 firfi mufi inform you, That I have 
44 no Fortune, more than Jewels to 
44 the Value of Eight rfhoujand Lewis 
** dOrSy which I have brought with 
44 me : For my Brother has kept a 
44 ftriSl Eye upon me ever fince the 
44 Death of Henrique^, nor has ever 
44 fuffer'd me, unlefs to Church, to ftir 
44 out of the Houfe. His Enmity to 
44 you y notwithftanding your approved 
11 Innocence, will never be appeas'd ; 
44 and when he knows of my Flighty 
4C and hears of my Marriage, his ln^ 
44 veteracy,doubtlefs,willbeencreas'd$ 
44 Jo that I can never think of a far- 
44 ther Supply from my Fortune in his 
44 Hands. 

44 I wav'd 
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li I wav'd the Objeftion, and infilled 
" upon an immediate Union of out 
u Hands ; which, after many Argu- 
" ments, ihe confented to. The Fryar ? 
w with Surprize and Tears of Joy, per- 
u form'd the Ceremony ; which finifti'd, 
<c Love, Tranfport and Friendlhip, took 
" up all our Thoughts. 

M We liv'd in a grand Manner, took 
" a fine Houfe and noble Equipage* 
u which, in about eight Months Time. 
cc almoft ruin'd the Remains of my 
cc fmall Fortune : So that I wai forc'd ? 

* tho* much againft my Will, to part 
14 with fome of my Wife's Jcwelsl 
a This led me to the (hocking Thought 
€< of what would become of ui, when 
" all thole Diamonds were difpos'd of. 

44 I wrote a handfome Letter to Pe- 

* reZj to let him know of our Mar- 
41 riage ; telling him how much Joy it 
44 would give us, to have his Friend- 

a fliip added to our Happinefs 

u But we never had any Anfwer. 

14 The Unkindnefs of her" Brother 
44 griev'd Louija very much j nor was 

44 lhc 
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* flic quite cafy, when flic reflected on 
" our declining Fortune. But the dear 
iC Creature did not live long enough 
u to feel the unhappy Effe&s of it-*-— 
u She was big with Child, and had 
u been ill for fome Time ; when, by 

■ * the Do&orV Advice, ftie when out 
ft in a Poft-Chaife to take the Air. 

* It unfortunately happen'd that by the 
* 4 Horfes taking Fright, the Chaife was 
<c run againft a Tree and over-fet. 
« This Accident had fuch an Effed 
u upon her, that ftie had fcarce got 
< c Home before ftie mifcarry'd ; and, in 
* 4 two Hours after, notwithftanding all 
*' the Affiftance Money could procure, 
« fhe dy'4» You may eafily ima- 
u gine (continu'd Nicander) how much 
« h«r Death affli&ed me, finpe even 
. iC now I can't prevent my Tears over* 
*' flowing to her Memory;" 

Here Nicander qontinu'd filent fome 
Time ; but when he had a little got 
the better of his Grief, he went on 

thus ; 

« After 



Sophia Shakefpear. 189 

u After my Wife's Death, a violent 
*' Fever ieiz'd me ; an J I lav near 

* a Month, without any Prolpeft of 
a Recovery. Though many Phyficiang 
ic attended me, I fliould never have 
" got over it, had not the Fryar** 
41 friendly Converle and Advice been 
< ( more effe&ual than their Medicines : 
l% For indeed, the Indifpofition of my 
" Body, proceeded from the Torture of 
44 my Mind. 

" At length I recovered ; and, when 
" I was capable of looking into my 
u Affairs, found myfelf very much in 
« Debt. I fold almoft all the Re- 
** mainder of Louifas Jewels, paid 
* c every Creditor his Demand, and had 
€i Two Thoufand Lewis d'O^s in my 

* Pocket. 

" With this Money I refolv'd to retire 
" with my Friend, and never think of 
" any Thing farther, than that peace- 
u ful Hour that puts an End to all 
a Misfortunes. But the Fryar oppos'd 
u my Refolution : laying, Grief would 

•'< fubfr 1 - 
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« fubfide; Time would efface the 

* Memory of Uuifa\ frelh Paflibns 
u would rife; and I ftiould repent my 

u rafh Retirement And he was 

u right ; for though Solitude now 

* pleas'd me, and I kept clofe in 
li my Chamber for near two Months, 
* c an Inclination to change my. Situa- 
li tion I found growing very ftrong 
u upon me. I had a Mind to vifit 
u my Friends in England, ' and re- 
u folv'd upon the Journey: ■ ■ I com- 
u municated my Thoughts to the 

* Fryar, who approv'd my Defign; 
u and advis'd me, by all Means, to 

* fet out. 

iA I put the greateft Part of my 
tt Money into a Banker's Hands at 
a Mar/eilks, and only took what t 
^ thought would bear my Expences 
11 'till I returned, and what was left 
li of my Wife's Jewels. After taking 
a Leave of the Fryar, who parted 
u from me with all the Marks of 
u a fincere Friendfhip, I got on 
u board aVeflel bound for England. 

" We 
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" We had a pleafant, eafy Voyage j 
44 and the agreeable Gonveriation of the 
44 Captain, and feme Paffengeis on 
44 board, made it relifh better. 

44 I wander'd about from Coffee- 
44 Houfe to Tavern, but found ^ut few 
44 of my Acquaintance— None of my 
44 old Intimates ; Death, or Change of 
44 Bufinefi, had reraov'd them all. I 
" took a Lodging in Piccadilly^ and 
44 was returning to it, after having 
" been three Weeks in Town, whei> 
44 thofe Ruffians attacked me, from 
u whom Cordelio fo fortunately refqued 
44 me. After the kind Afliftance he 
u procur'd me, Madam, in Leonora'* 
ic Houfe, the next Day I was fo well 
* 4 recover'd of my Wound that I went 
<4 Home, and there • found a Wound of 
<4 much more defperate Gonfequenc.e : 
44 It was a Letter from the Fryar ; 
44 which inform'd me, The Banker, 
44 with whom I had trufted my Cafb,, 
44 was gone off. The News diftra&ed 
44 me. I . rode Poll immediately to 
44 Dover, got on board a V$ici, and 

' '' " faii'd 
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" faiTd fot MarfeilkSy which 1 reach'd 
tt in a few Days. 

a I found the Fryar's Account too 
<c true ; for the Banker was gone, and 
" had left many other People in equal 
a Diflxefi with myfelf. It was reported ' 
" he was fled to Venice \ and, according 
" to the Refolution of fome others 
" whom he had wrong'd, I purfu'd 

a him. But, alas ! to no Purpofe; 

a for, notwithftanding all my Enquiries, 

* I could not gain the leaft Tidings 
"of him. 

" Thus was I depriv'd of the greateft 
« Part of the fmaH Fortune I had 

w left. What to do in this mife- 

" rable Situation, I could not di- 
" vine.— — At length, after a long 
u and. unfuccefiful Search after the 

* Banker, I return'd to England, and 
" liy'd very rctir'd at Greenwich. 

< " I continued here near three Years ; 
^ and, tho* I liv'd in a very frugal 
u Manner, yet all my Subftance was 
" juft exhaufted, when I accidentally 
? met with this worthy Gentleman 

" (pointing 
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* (pointing to my Uncle) whofe Mu- 
u nificcnce and Goodnefs to me I for- 
" bear to defcribe ; fince generous 
" Virtue is better: pleas'd with filent 
u Acknowledgment,* than with repeated 
u Thanks or Praife." 



CHAP. XV. 

Leonora and her Husband vifit So- 
phia, who Jeem extreanily happy in 
each other. Nicander rh'arries Qa- 
ra. Mr. Wealthy'.? Generofity. His 
Death. Sophia determines never to 
marry again*) but to fpend the Re- 
mainder of her Days in Retire- 
ment. 



THUS Nicander ended his Story ; 
and really the many Misfortunes 
he had met, and the patient Resigna- 
tion with which he bore them, fo af- 
A a feted 
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fe&ed the whole Company that we 
were all growing melanchoUy. — r. — 
But my Uncle chang'd the Subjoft, 
and calTd for Cards, in order to dif- 
perle the Grief Nicandtr't Talc had 
given us. 

T{ie next Day Leonora and her 
Husband came to vifit me. I greatly 
approv'd her Choice, for Captain Lafeu 
was a fine fpritely Gentleman, of 
about Nine and Twenty. They were 
both full of Vivacity and Joy y and 
-feem'd extoeamly happy in each other. 

Leonora exprefs'd the higheft Satis- 
faction at this Interview; and we gave 
mutual Aflurances of continuing pur 
former Friendship. They ftay'd and 
din'd with us, and we pstfs'd the Time 
very agreeably ; but declin'd the In- 
vitation of Supper, being cngag'd to 
fup with fome French Gentlemen at 
their own Houfe. 

One Day, as my Uncle aod I were 
fitting together, Clara canje running 
jpto the Parlour; and laid, Mjl 4e*r 
Sophia, you have long wanted to hnm 

bcnVy 
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bow, and where the unfortunate Cor- 
delia Was bury'd* I have juji now 
found a Paper in one of my Uncle's 
Drawers, which will fattsfy your 
nicefi Enquiry* 

Saying this, fhe gave me a Paper ; 
which contain^ an Account of his being 
bury'd at Chelfea^ in a Manner fuitable 
to the Dignity of his Family: And 
that one Mr . Worthy, who liv'd in 
Piccadilly, was the Heir at Law that 
had bury-d him, and was at preient in 
the Poffeffion of the Eftate. 

While we were looking over this 
Paper, Nicander came in, and my 
Uncle put it into his Hands. When 
he faw Mr. Worthy was the Perfon 
in Ppfleffion of Cordelia's Eftate, he 
turn'd to me ; and faid, Madam, you 
are very fortunate, in hmiirg pur 
. Eftate in the, Hands of a Gentleman of 
Jo much Honour as Mr. Worthy. / 
am perfectly acquainted with him- y 
and, I affureyou, there wHl he no far- 
Jher Trouble in getting it rejtor'dfoyou, 
than proving yourfelf to be the Wife of 

Cordelio. 
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Cordelio. That) reply'd my Uncle, 

1 can eafily do ; for, when I was at 
Geneva, / took a Copy of the Certifi~ 
cate, with theJttefiations of thePriefty 
Clerk, and proper Officers. 

My Uncle and Nicander agreed to 
go to Mr. Worthy the next Morning, 
which they accordingly did. He re- 
ceiv'd them very politely ; and, on 
being informal of their Bufinefc, laid, 
with a great deal of good Nature, 
Wel^ Gentlemen, Jince you are come to 
take my Coufiris Efiate from me r Til 
ev'n make a Virtue of Neceffity, and re* 
Jign it with a good Grace : And, laffure 
you } had 1 known the Lady, and her 
title to it, jbejbould have been put into 
Pojffeffion of it af foon as Jbe arrhfd 
in Town. 

My Uncle paid Mr. Worthy a great 
many Compliments on this Occafion, who 
anfwer'd them with much Politenefi ; 
and receiv'd Nicander with all the 
Tokens of fincere Friendfhip, notwith- 
ftafading he came with a Gentleman to 

deprive,. 
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deprive him of Eight Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. 

They both breakfafled with Mr. 
Worthy ; which, being ended, he drefi'd 
himfelf, and came with my Uncle and 
Nicander to pay me a Vifit. As foon 
as he faw me, and the firft Ceremonies 
were over; he faid, Here, Madam, 
are the Writings of your unfortunate 

Husband } s Efiate May you, my 

fair Coujin^ live long and happy. • 

fhe fecret Pleafure, the innate Satis- 
faBion arijing from a virtuous Jftion, 
is a Jufficient Reward for any temporal 
Lofs we may fujlain in the JccompUJb- 

ment of it. I'll give you an Account , 

in a few Days^ of what Sums have 
been receiv f d and paid y during my 
Stewardfbip y and injift on paying you 
the Balance. 

It was fome Time before I could re- 
turn him the Acknowledgements I ought, 

for Tears The Memory of my dear 

Cordelio claim'd this Tribute At 

length, the Violence of my Grief being 
fubfided, I rendered him Abundance of 

Thanks, 
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Thanks, and appUuded his GenrerOfiry 

and Honour. He ftay'd Dinner, after 
which he took his Leave, Mrith a PrOmiic 
of yifiting us again in a few Days : At 
the fame Time, alluring Us, That it 
was with Regret he left luch good Com- 
ptfny; which he fliould not have done 
4b loon, had he not been under a Pre* 
engagement. 

When he Was gone, our Converfa- J 
tion turn'd on the Goodnefe and Honour 
of this Gentleman*--— In a few Days he 
return'd, brought his Account, and again 
Infifted on my taking the Balance, which 
was upwards of Four Thoufand Pounds. 
Heftay'd the Remainder of the Day; j 
and we parted with a mutual Promife j 
of continuing our Acquaintance, and of 
doing good Offices for one another. 

Kicanckr and my Uncle ftay'd in 
Town with us all the Winter; and, 
in the Beginning of Jpril, they pre* 
vail'd on Clara and me to accompa* 
ny them to my Uncle's Country- 
Houfc, which was commbdioufly and 
agreeably fituated near Greenwich. 

Wc i 
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We had not been there long, when 
Nkander was married to Clara. My 
Uncle, upon the Pay of his Marriage, 
prefented him with the Leafe of an 
Eftatc of One Hundred Pounds a Year, 
which he had lately purchased ; and made 
Clara aPrefent of Five Hundred Pounds, 
to buy her Wedding^Cloathj. 

Some ftiort Time after they both 
went to Town, to fettle their Affairs. 
They had not been long abienr, when % 
malignant Fever ieifc'd on my Uncle, and 
carry'd him to receive the Reward of a& 
his Virtues ; leaving the Character, ftom 
all who knew him, of one of the beft of 
Men. We were all truly Icnfible of 
this fatal Stroke ; but what Heaven or* 
dains, muft be fubmitted to. 

My Uncle left me fole Hcirefs to Nine 
Hundred Pounds per Jlnnum, and Five 
Thoufand Pounds in ready Money; only 
ordering me to pay to Nkandcr and his 
Wife One Thpuiand Pounds, and a finall 
Sum to the Poor. I paid the Legacies 
as directed, and enter'd into Poficflion of 
his Eftate without any Trouble. I now 

rcfolv'd 
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jefblv'd to fpend the Remainder of my 
Life unmarry'd, and to continue in this 
Retirement. 

. Nicander and Clara ftaid with me 
about a Year, and then remov'd to Lon- 
don. They often favour me with their 
"Company, and fo does Mr. Worthy and 
his Family ; to whom I have left all I 
have at my Deceafe, except One Thou- 
£and Pounds to Clara, and Five Hun- . 
dred Pounds to each of her Children. 1 

After experiencing various Viciffitudes 
of Fortune, I am likely to dofe my 
Days in Peace. ' I enjoy all the Happi- 
nefs this World can give me — Have 
immenfe Riches Honourable Ac- 
quaintance Sincere Friends And 

a Confcience not loaded with Guilt. 
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